
RTÉ Audience Council 
Meeting held on Thursday, 14th of November 2013  

 
Draft Communiqué 

 
Attendance:   Pauric Dempsey (Chairperson); Gerry Ellis; Deirdre Carroll; Paddy 

Richardson; Joe Little (RTÉ Board representative) Clare Watson; 
Mark Cullinane; Brid O’Brien; Pat Nolan, Kathriona Devereaux 

 
Apologies: Gregory Fromholz; Robin O'Sullivan; Ebun Akpoveta; Donal O'Grady;  

 
 

In Attendance: Jean MacQuillan (Acting Assistant Group Secretary) 
  Cillian dePaor (RTÉ Group Secretary) 
 
 
 
1. Communique of meeting held on 17th of September 2013 

 
The Communiqué was agreed. 

 
2. Secretary’s Report:  

Some developments since the last Council meeting were discussed.  The Council wished 
Sean O’Rourke congratulations on his move to mid-morning radio.  The return of John 
Murray after a lengthy illness was welcomed.   Also, the closure of Dublin Community 
Television last week was noted with regret by Council members. 
 
 
3. Working Group Proposals 
The main focus of this meeting was to review and discuss a number of proposed areas of 
work for the Council in the coming year, the last year of the current Council.  Those 
members proposing areas of research and audience consultation made short presentations.   

After the presentations the Council discussed the proposals and adopted the following areas 
for bringing to the RTÉ Board:  

• Coverage of Climate Change 
• Unemployment 
• Criminal Justice 
• Poverty 

 

On further discussion the Council agreed that it should focus its public event in 2014 on the 
Migrant Community in Ireland.   

In preliminary discussion various possible formats were mentioned including the possibility 
of a town-hall type meeting and a panel discussion.  Ebun Akpoveta was to be asked to co-
ordinate this and the Chairman would talk to her about developing the idea. 



 

4. Meeting with Director General: 

The RTÉ Director General, Noel Curran joined the meeting.  He welcomed the Council’s 
approach to its work for 2014 and said he and RTÉ would be happy to engage with them on 
the issues proposed.   He gave the Council an overview of various issues affecting RTÉ at this 
time.  He expressed disappointment at the cut in public funding contained in the budget.   
There was some discussion about Radio changes arising from the departure of Pat Kenny.   
He briefed the Council on changes in structure in Television.   
 

In discussing the work programme Council asked for a clearer process whereby Board 
feedback on Council reports would be communicated.    

There was some discussion of the strengths and weaknesses of the Audience Council public 
event of July 2013.   The Director General emphasised that this was not an RTÉ event but an 
Audience Council one.  While the Council respond to the RTÉ Board, he said that senior 
management would meet with groups from the Council if so requested.   Council input into 
themes to be explored in the Media Show on Radio 1 was encouraged. 

5. AOB: 

Under other business it was agreed to establish a Google Groups forum for communication 
within the Council.   
 
The next meeting in January will be the annual joint meeting with the RTÉ Board 
 


