
RTÉ Audience Council 
 

Meeting held on Friday 1 February 2013 at 11.00 a.m. in RTÉ 
 

Communique 
 

Present: Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh, Chairperson;  Mark Cullinane; Gerry Ellis; Ebun 
Akpoveta; Joe Little (RTÉ Board representative);  Deirdre Carroll; Mary 
Stuart; Donal O’Grady; Clare Watson; Paddy Richardson; Bríd O’Brien;  
Kathriona Devereaux 

Apologies Robin O’Sullivan 

In attendance: Cillian de Paor, Group Secretary; Paula Lynch Marlowe, Assistant Secretary; 
Adrian Moynes, Chair Irish Language Review Group;  Dr Anne O’Connor, 
member of the Group. 

 

Noted.  The Council marked the deaths of two important  figures in the history of 
Irish broadcasting, Maeve Conway and Eamonn de Buitléir.  Members  
expressed their appreciation of their significant contributions. 

 

Matters arising from the note of the December joint meeting with the RTÉ Board.    It was felt 
that at the joint meeting the RTÉ Board had been made aware of the 
Council’s concerns and that there was a general acceptance that there 
needed to be a fundamental  re-commitment to closer dialogue.  Members 
were agreed that it would be preferable that the joint meeting be separate 
from, rather than follow, a meeting of the RTÉ Board, to allow the Board 
opportunity to focus clearly on it. It was also agreed that it would be 
preferable that the joint meeting be held earlier in the year than the 
December date adopted for 2012. 

Secretary’s Report.     The Secretary updated the Council on matters relating to RTÉ, including 
appointments, that had occurred since the last meeting. 

 

Irish Language Strategy.  Having commissioned a consultant’s Report in 2012 – An Bealach ar Aghaidh: 
a Proposed Strategy for RTÉ’s Irish Language output - RTÉ has set up an internal 
Working Group to review policy relating to the Irish language.   Adrian 
Moynes, former Group Secretary to RTÉ was asked to lead the group and he 
spoke to the Council.  He positioned the work of his group in the context of 
the State’s 20-year plan and the RTÉ Board’s policy.  Their brief was to look 
at the framework and make recommendations for what RTÉ should do over 
the next 3 years.  This new plan should be refreshed and updated regularly 
after that.  He cautioned that the proposals must be practical and focused on   
what we can do to insure the service will improve in that time-frame.  He felt 



that the discussion should start with the organisation’s own view of its 
responsibilities.   

 In the course of a lengthy discussion, a wide variety of views and opinions 
were put forward by Council members. The issues raised included the 
following: 

 It was noted that the Broadcasting Act specifically mentioned two groups, 
young people and older people, to be the subject of Audience Council 
consideration.  There was a discussion of the distinction between those 
fluent in Irish and those non-fluent and their differing needs as audiences. 
The issue of where, and to what degree, Irish should be present across the 
various RTÉ platforms was raised, in the context of the range of interests and 
needs of the Irish-language community and the multiple imperatives 
operating in RTÉ’s overall broadcasting strategy. The hostility to the Irish 
language among some young people was raised.  It was noted that, while 
RTÉ was seen to have made efforts to make the language more “trendy” ( in 
this context, Des Bishop’s efforts were praised),  more needed to be done to 
enable Irish to ‘reach’ as wide an audience as possible.  

 Issues relating to the teaching of Irish were discussed and the emphasis, in 
the teaching of Irish, on written rather than oral skills was felt by some 
members to be a problem.   

 The Council firmly expressed the view that understanding and influencing 
attitudes were crucial to any strategy, starting within RTÉ itself; it was felt 
that Irish must be perceived as an enrichment of the national broadcaster’s 
representation of contemporary Irish culture rather than as a displacement of 
other desirable things.  The challenge for a national broadcaster could not be 
evaded or minimised – dealing effectively with a global language like English 
and an imperilled minority indigenous language like Irish required some 
skill.  RTÉ must, however, address this issue or pass the responsibility to 
someone else.  This issue was not just a challenge about a policy for the Irish 
language but a challenge about identity and the role of a national broadcaster 
in relation thereto.  It was pointed out that attitudes towards Irish within 
RTÉ were more complex, and more ‘open’, than the limited anecdotal 
evidence cited in the commissioned Report might suggest. 

 Other contributions included a suggestion to explore a joint approach with 
BBC Northern Ireland and an attempt to creatively embrace the Irish 
diaspora. 

 AdrianMoynes concluded by thanking the Council for contributing richly to 
the work and deliberations of the Working Group. 

 

Audience Council Programme Update. A number of specific items were discussed  

(i) It was agreed that it would be desirable that updated British 
research on Access broadcasting be circulated within the 



corporation. The Council reiterated its expectation that it will be 
kept informed, formally, by the RTÉ Board of its responses to, and 
actions taken on foot of, the Access document submitted by the 
Council in 2012. 

(ii) The Council’s presence at the Young Scientists was discussed and 
there was some analysis of the value of the survey conducted there by 
the Council. 

(iii) The coverage of the “new Irish” on television was discussed in the 
light of some data supplied by RTÉ Television. The Council awaits 
the specific programme of action on this issue currently under active 
consideration by RTÉ television. 

(iv) The availability of a guest speaker at the proposed Public Seminar 
was confirmed, with an available date in the third week in July. 
While there was disappointment that the date of the event had to be 
put back to mid-summer, the Council agreed that arrangements 
should now go ahead to hold the Seminar during the week beginning 
15 July. 

(v)  The Chair is pursuing the possibility of a joint meeting with the 
BBCNI Audience Council, through direct contact with the new 
Trustee of BBCNI. 

(vi) There has been communication with RTÉ Radio about the next 
‘Media’ series, in the context of the Council’s earlier observations on 
the pilot series. 

 

Members’ Issues.   The Council agreed that at its next meeting it would have as its main agenda 
item a review of the role and function of the Audience Council, in the light  of  
the  legislation and of experience to date. In this context, a draft document 
by Mark Cullinane was given preliminary consideration, following which it 
was agreed that a revised version of the paper would form an important 
element of the proposed review.  Specifically, there was some initial 
discussion about how representative the voices on the Council were, in 
relation to the wider audience.   

 The need for ongoing engagement with the audience was raised, as was the 
need for adequate administrative support to enable the Council to function 
effectively, on a practical level. 

 

Date of next meeting. March 28th 

 

   __________________________________________________ 



 


