
Audience Council meeting, 4 July 2013 – Communiqué 
 
 

 
Present: Pauric Dempsey, Chairperson;  Mark Cullinane; Gerry Ellis; Ebun Akpoveta; 

Joe Little (RTÉ Board representative);  Deirdre Carroll;  Robin O’Sullivan  ; 

Donal O’Grady; Clare Watson; Bríd O’Brien, Kathriona Devereaux, Paddy 

Richardson, Mary Stuart 

Apologies Group Secretary 

In attendance: David McKenna, Head of Broadcast Compliance 

  

 
The Council welcomed its new Chairman, Pauric Dempsey of the Royal Irish Academy.   The new 
Chair noted that he was “stepping into large shoes”  following Professor Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh into 
the role.   He noted the range of experience and perspectives on the Audience Council and said that 
his priority would be to agree a work programme and action plan for the remaining 18 months of this 
Council’s life.   
 
David McKenna reported on  the launch of new BAI Code on Fairness, Objectivity & Impartiality in 
News & Current Affairs.   There was a discussion about compliance monitoring within editorial 
areas including, for example, the logging of contributors to the debate on abortion legislation.  The 
difficulty of monitoring tone and the potential for Audience Council feedback on editorial patterns 
were also raised.    
 
There was a discussion of gender balance both on air and in RTÉ staff.  Recent BAI compliance 
decisions were reported. 
 
The Council were briefed by the Corporate Communications Manager, Vivienne Flood on the 
upcoming Audience Council public event.  She detailed the arrangements in terms of ticketing, event 
management, internal and external invitees including the RTÉ Board and publicity in national and 
regional media.  There would also be an opportunity for the Council to meet with the keynote 
speaker, Paula Kerger, after the event.  The recording of the event for later upload to the web was 
proposed.  Thanks were expressed to the RTÉ Communications staff for their work. 
There was a discussion of the Council’s role and function which had been referred to a sub-
committee.  It was felt that this work was now superseded by the decision to have a facilitated 
meeting on that subject in September.   
 
The Chair noted the potential for the Audience Council to reflect and channel a very wide range of 
public views to the Board through an organised series of thematic dialogues, by identifying topics and 
inviting guest input. 
 
The possibility of the RTÉ Board commissioning reports from the Audience Council was noted and 
also that the Council might meet with the new TV Channel Controllers.  A meeting is also to be 
arranged with the RTÉ Board and a date is to be set for this in the autumn.  It was noted that the role 
of the Council was one of advice rather than of advocacy. 
 
The Council agreed that the next meeting would be given over to a facilitated discussion of the 
Council’s remit, role and function.   Also the Chair would draft a plan for thematic dialogues that the 
Council might undertake. 
 
The dates for meetings for the rest of 2013 were provisionally agreed as: 



 Tuesday 17 September 

 Thursday 14 November 
 Thursday 12 December 

 
The meeting adjourned 

 
 
 


