
RTÉ Audience Council 
 

Meeting held on Thursday 28 March 2013 at 11.00 a.m. in RTÉ 
 

Communique 
 

Present: Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh, Chairperson;  Mark Cullinane; Gerry Ellis; Ebun 

Akpoveta; Joe Little (RTÉ Board representative);  Deirdre Carroll;  Robin 

O‟Sullivan  ; Donal O‟Grady; Clare Watson;  

Apologies Mary Stuart; Paddy Richardson; Bríd O‟Brien; Kathriona Devereaux 

 

In attendance: Cillian de Paor, Group Secretary 

  

Noted.  The Council marked the death of Seán Óg Ó Ceallacháin.  Praise was 

expressed for the broadcasting of Council member, Joe Little from the  

conclave in Rome.  Congratulations were expressed to Paula Lynch-

Marlowe, Secretary to the Council on the birth of a son.   

Matters arising  Discussions had taken place between the Chairman of the Council, the 

Chairman of the RTÉ Board, Tom Savage and the Director General, Noel 

Curran about the interaction between the Council and the RTÉ Board.  It 

was agreed that September/October would be a better time to hold the joint 

meeting between the Board and the Audience Council.  It should ideally be a 

stand-alone meeting and not part of a full Board meeting.  The Director 

General, it was agreed, should attend a Council meeting – possibly in the 

Summer.  Adrian Moynes had reported that work was proceeding on his 

report on Irish language policy and many submissions had been received. 

Secretary’s Report.     The Secretary updated the Council on matters that had occurred since the 

last meeting.  The issue of secretarial support was discussed and the 

Secretary informed the Council that he had been given assurances that an 

individual would be identified to provide interim support by the time of the 

next meeting.  Council members said that an up-to-date organisational chart 

of RTÉ would be helpful to them.  The Secretary said he would endeavour to 

have such a chart constructed. 

Programme Update.    a)  Access.  The Chairman raised the issue of how specific issues raised by 

Audience Council would be treated by the Board.  He understood, following 

direct enquiry by him, that costings had been asked for in relation to the 

Access proposals put forward by the Council.  It was pointed out by Gerry 

Ellis that cost was always advanced as a reason for not pursuing matters. It 

was re-iterated that a formal response to the Access document (indicating 

where actions are or are not proposed by the Board) was expected by the 

Audience Council. 



 There was a discussion about the Media Programme and the Council‟s views 

of it as a new season was to commence shortly.  The views expressed were 

that the programme needed a more interactive dimension.  The Council felt 

that a meeting with Radio, to discuss their ideas and responses, would be 

helpful and ought to be welcomed by the Radio.  Ebun Akpoveta felt the 

programme needed a different mindset.  Others felt the balance of material 

covered was wrong and that the time slot was not good.  Donal O‟Grady also 

observed that most of the material covered was outside the Council‟s remit, 

dealing as it did with the print media.  The Chair summed up the views 

expressed as a requirement for a wider and more direct involvement of the 

audience in the programme and more open dialogue with the Council itself. 

b)  TV Strategy on “new Irish”.  There was some disappointment expressed 

that  no update on this matter had been provided to the Council.  The 

Council is awaiting some specific plans in relation to programming 

proposals, as agreed at meetings in late 2012. 

c) Public Seminar.  This was now agreed in principle for Monday 15th July.  

This affects the structure of the originally proposed meeting.  A city centre 

venue was probably the most convenient.   While a view was expressed that 

the new arrangements  for the Seminar might make it difficult for people in 

the regions to attend,  an afternoon time was felt to be preferable to evening, 

in facilitating different audiences.  Given the format now agreed for this 

public event, it was agreed that the Council should consider planning other 

public-centred events, involving a more open and participatory format. 

d) Proposed meeting with BBC NI Audience Council.  The BBC NI 

preference is for a meeting, in the first instance, between Chairpersons and 

Senior Officers, before consideration would be given to a joint meeting of the 

two Councils. It was agreed that the matter be reviewed at a later date.  

e) Climate Change Coverage.  Clare Watson (on behalf of the Working 

Group) indicated that it would be necessary to consult with people inside 

and outside of RTÉ about this.  There would be a need for some survey 

material and she wished to talk to the Director General and the Managing 

Director of News on RTÉ‟s coverage. It was agreed that all such interviews 

would be facilitated through the Group Secretariat. 

 

Paper on Audience Council Structures.  Mark Cullinane had written a paper and circulated it to 

the Council for discussion.  The paper “Realising the promise of the RTÉ 

Audience Council”  analysed the background to the Council‟s creation, its 

duties and mandate and contained two proposals.  One was to establish a 

sub-committee of the Council to develop means of appointing new members.  

The second proposal was for a sub-committee to develop enhanced links 

with the public.  There was a general welcome for the paper and a discussion 

of the ideas contained therein.  While it was felt by some that this Council 

was more representative than previous ones, there were some outstanding 

questions regarding its „representative‟ character.  It was difficult to see how 



to address this in the situation where it was a body appointed by the RTÉ 

Board. Some queried the value of sub-committees.  Others suggested that any 

trawl for new members should avoid representative bodies and seek out 

individuals with demonstrable interest in and potential to contribute to the 

business of the Council.  The issue of how to interact with the general 

audience posed challenges. But the Council was agreed that new directions 

should be considered.  The Chair, in welcoming the discussion, said that he 

had come to the conclusion that, in order to develop this arm of the Audience 

Council‟s interaction with the wider public,  a modest operating budget 

(non-pay current) for the Audience Council would probably be necessary. 

 

 A group was agreed to deal with both of Mark Cullinan‟s proposals and 

report back.  Mark Cullinane, Katriona Devereaux, Gerry Ellis and Deirdre 

Carroll  will constitute the core membership of this Working Group. 

 

The meeting ended with the Chairman, Prof. Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh 

announcing that he was stepping down from the role.  New commitments 

from early summer had persuaded him that he would not be in a position 

from early May to give to the work of the Audience Council the attention 

that it deserves and needs and that he had tried to give it for the best part of 

three years. He wished to put on record that it had been a privilege and a 

pleasure for him to work with such an independent, public-spirited and 

intellectually stimulating group of voluntary members, and he wished the 

Audience Council well in the future. He said he would have discussions with 

the Director General and with the Chairman of the RTÉ Board; prepare the 

Annual Report of the Audience Council for 2012; and that he would brief his 

successor, if requested to do so.  The Council wished him well and thanked 

him for his work on their behalf. 

 

 

Date of next meetings. May 16th and July 4th 

 

    

 


