
RTÉ Audience Council 

Meeting held on Tuesday, 18th of March 2014 
 

Communiqué 
 

Attendance:   Pauric Dempsey (Chairperson); Gerry Ellis; Deirdre Carroll; Paddy 

Richardson; Joe Little (RTÉ Board representative) Clare Watson; Mark 

Cullinane; Brid O’Brien; Pat Nolan, Ebun Akpoveta; Donal O'Grady 
 

Apologies: Gregory Fromholz; Kathriona Devereux 
 

In Attendance: Paula Lynch Marlowe, Secretary Audience Council 

 

1. Communique of meeting held on Monday, 27th of January 2014 

There was one amendment suggested to the Communiqué, after which it was agreed. 

 

2. Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

3. Public Event Update 

An update on confirmed attendees, the panel of speakers and logistics of the evening was presented 

to the Audience Council by the organising team.  Promotion of the event has been very prominent 

with radio advertisements on RTÉ Radio 1; Ebun Akpoveta has given TV interviews on both RTÉ’s 

News2Day & Morning Edition and a radio interview on NewsTalk. There have been many requests 

from the public for tickets.  

 

4. Working Groups Update 

Climate Change – Mark Cullinane & Clare Watson 

This was circulated to the Audience Council in advance of this meeting for review; Pauric 

commended both Mark and Clare on their outstanding work. A lengthy discussion followed on the 

topic of climate change and media coverage. Topics of balance, fairness of media coverage and the 

ongoing debate surrounding this area were discussed by the council in the context of RTÉ’s 

legislative responsibility.  It was agreed that before presenting this report to the RTÉ Board it 

would be re-examined and presented at the April meeting of the Council. 

 

Criminal Justice – Paddy Richardson 

Paddy is satisfied with the responses he has received to date and his international research has been 

completed so he sees no reason why this report would not be ready for the April meeting of the 

Council. 
 

 



 

Unemployment – Bríd O’Brien 

Bríd held a focus group in February where 27 people with an interest in this topic met to discuss 

the Media’s coverage of the issue. There was a good lively debate on the topic and a report will be 

available for the April meeting of the Audience Council. 
 

Poverty – Joe Little 

The draft report on this focus group has been prepared by Joe and will be finalised in the coming 

days ready to be reviewed at the April meeting. The focus group went well and there were some 

very interesting issues raised. 

 

5. Audience Council Structure  

This point was raised by Mark Cullinane and relates to how the Audience Council is structured 

and the interpretation of the legislation. This topic was discussed at the joint meeting of the RTÉ 

Board & Audience Council in January 2014. It was agreed within the Council that a Working 

Group be set up to examine this issue. 

 

6. AOB      

The resignation of Robin O’Sullivan was noted and he was thanked for his contribution. 

 

Gerry Ellis met with Dermot Horan, RTÉ Director of Broadcasting & Acquisitions on the area of 

Access within RTÉ and a report on this meeting will follow shortly. 

 

The Audience Council welcomed the news that Brian Dalton, RTÉ Executive Board has been given 

responsibility for Access in RTÉ. 

 

Mark Cullinane asked if his paper on The Saturday Night Show had been brought to the attention 

of the RTÉ Board. He was advised that was to be mentioned at the next meeting of the Board on 

Thursday 20th of March 2014. 

 

Ebun Akpoveta noted that the focus groups being used by the Working Groups should include 

everybody; Migrants, people with disabilities etc. to ensure all views are represented. 

 

It was discussed that www.rte.ie can be difficult to navigate with specific reference made to the 

fact that in www.rte.ie/about there is a section called ‘Serving Our Audience’ but the Audience 

Council are not mentioned there. 

 

7. Dates of Next Meeting 

Tuesday the 15th of April 2014 at 11am 

http://www.rte.ie/
http://www.rte.ie/about

