
RTÉ Audience Council 

 
Meeting held on Thursday 16 May 2013 at 11.00 a.m. in RTÉ 

Communiqué 

 

 
 Present: Joe Little, Chairperson; Mark Cullinane; Gerry Ellis; Ebun Akpoveta; Donal O’Grady; Clare 
Watson;  Kathriona Devereaux; Brid O’Brien; Paddy Richardson; Mary Stuart; 
 
Apologies: Robin O’Sullivan, Deirdre Carroll 
 
In attendance: Cillian de Paor, Group Secretary, Céire Duggan, RTÉ Communications 

 

Noted  The committee expressed thanks to Joe Little, acting as interim Chair of the 

meeting as well as welcoming Céire Duggan. The committee also conveyed 

their best wishes to Adrian Moynes, who has recently completed his final 

duties for  RTÉ.   Finally, warm praise was expressed in respect of the recent 

launch of RTÉjr with particular mention of the ‘positive’ exclusion of 

advertising from the service.  

 

Matters Arising  Members of the Council expressed regret at the departure of the outgoing 

Chair, Professor Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh,  and indicated their hope that a new 

Chair will be appointed as soon as practicable, in consultation with the 

Audience Council.  

 There was a discussion about the email address of the Council and a re-

invigoration of the Council section of the RTÉ website.  It was requested 

that recent communiqués be made available online.   

 
Secretary’s Report  The Secretary updated the Council on matters that had occurred since the 

last meeting. It was indicated that Céire Duggan would be providing 
elements of support to the Council, during Paula Lynch-Marlowe’s period of 
leave. It was also confirmed that the Director General would be meeting with 
the Council at an upcoming meeting to be agreed.  

 

Programme Update Remit of the Council – the role of the Audience Council was discussed and it 

was indicated that clarity about the expectations of the RTÉ Board would be 

helpful.   

The Audience Council enquired as to whether their Annual Report, which 

was communicated to the Board some months ago, has been reviewed. It was 

suggested that the Chair might encourage an ‘open channel’ of 

communication with the Board.  There was a wider discussion about 



whether this report should go directly to the Dept of Communications, in 

addition to the Board of RTÉ. 

 

Strategic Plan – It was proposed that the Council might set out a one-page 

strategic plan, which, could provide goals and structure for the Committee 

and for future meetings. This might provide help to an incoming Chair or it 

could  be the role of the Chair to construct such a plan.  

 

Audience Council members – Thet manner in which new members might be 

appointed was discussed.  

 

Audience Council Public Event –15th July was agreed for this Public Event. 

Discussion regarding a suitable start time took place, though it was widely 

agreed that an evening event might be most appropriate, in terms of securing 

attendance. It was suggested that in addition to an address by CEO of PBS 

Paula Kerger, a panel discussion might be an appropriate format. Prof John 

Horgan was confirmed as Chair of the event. The Secretary agreed that 

logistics would be managed by Central Communications and that, in 

consultation with the Audience Council, an appropriate Public Event would 

be realised on 15th July.  

 

 

The next meetings of the committee were agreed for 4th July & 15th July (Public Event) 

 

 


