
RTÉ Audience Council 

 
Meeting held on Thursday 17th Sept 2013 at 11.00 a.m. in RTÉ 

 

Communiqué 

 

 
 Present:  Pauric Dempsey, Chairperson, Robin O’Sullivan, Joe Little, Mark 

Cullinane; Gerry Ellis; Ebun Akpoveta; Robin O’Sullivan ; Donal 

O’Grady; Clare Watson;  Pat Nolan, Brid O’Brien; Paddy Richardson 

In attendance: Céire Duggan, Cillian de Paor, Fiona McAuslan (Facilitator) 

Apologies:   Greg Fromholz, Kathriona Devereaux, Deirdre Carroll 
 
 
Noted: The Council welcomed new member Pat Nolan and facilitator Fiona 

McAuslan to the meeting.  The resignation of Mary Stuart from the 

Council was noted and she was thanked for her contribution. The 

Chairman handed the meeting over to Fiona McAuslan. 

Facilitated discussion: 

 Fiona agreed objectives for the meeting with the Council.  A 

collaborative plan for the remaining 15 months of the Council’s term 

was to be drawn up and strategy for the next meeting to enable the 

development of a work programme was discussed. 

 The meeting devoted some time to the issue of the role of the Council, 

its mandate and its relationship with the RTÉ Board.  Various 

suggestions were brought forward on how to improve the relevance of 

the Council and the usefulness of its contributions. 

 There was a detailed discussion about the approach to be adopted to 

deciding what areas of research the Council would prioritise and  

what use would be made of information generated and whether, after 

submission to the Board of RTÉ,  it would be made public or not. 

 The Council expressed an interest in forming a closer relationship 

with the Editorial and Creative Output Committee of the Board and of 

generating dialogue between different interest groups outside of RTÉ 

and programme makers.  The outcome of these conversations would 

be made available to the Board. 



 The Council agreed to generate a number of specific scoped proposals 

for action out of which a programme would be agreed at the next 

meeting.   

Each proposal will be in a format: 

1. What issue would you like to research? 

2. Why this topic and why now? 

3. What is its value in terms of : 

-measurable outcomes 

-effect on society 

4. What value does it add to Public Service Broadcasting 

5. How is it scoped? 

 The meeting concluded with a discussion of resources available to the 

Council to implement its programme.  There needed to be some 

clarification of budgets and other RTÉ personnel resources available to 

the Council.  At the next meeting the Director General of RTÉ will be 

in attendance and there might be some feedback on these matters. 

 The Council thanked Fiona McAuslan for her work and the meeting 

adjourned.   

 

Date of Next meeting:  

Thursday, 14th of November 2013. 

 

 

 


