
 

 
 
Extract from Speech by Kevin Bakhurst, Managing Director RTÉ News and 
Current Affairs, delivered to PRII. 
 
Some of the Challenges for RTÉ News and Current Affairs. 
 
Providing quality Irish and international news coverage is a bedrock of RTÉ News. Our audiences 
have come to expect high standards and a comprehensive service on radio, television, online and 
increasingly via mobile. There is a challenge in finding the balance between regional and national 
news and also national and international news. Nonetheless our coverage of international news is 
one of our strongest areas of delivery as a public service broadcaster.  
 
Coverage of the election of the Pope was one of several major global stories in recent months that 
RTÉ has deployed on to provide strong first-hand reporting.  Others would include the bombings in 
Boston; the re-election and inauguration of President Obama; the death of Hugo Chavez; the death 
of Margaret Thatcher; the Nicola Furlong trial in Tokyo; the civil war in Congo; the refugee crisis 
caused by the Syrian Civil War.  
 
It is crucial for RTÉ News and Current Affairs that we provide world-class coverage of major news 
stories such as this one, particularly events that have such a direct impact on Ireland and many of 
our audience.  
 
The costs of live television and radio for these kinds of events, with our own journalists in the right 
location to provide first-hand reporting, are not insignificant but in my view are worth it. Adapting to 
technology changes, and finding more resourceful ways of delivering, are a constant challenge for 
RTÉ News and Current Affairs and all areas of the organisation.  
 

There have been some inquiries about the costs of covering the recent resignation of Pope Benedict 
and the election of the new Pope. I was pleased that we managed to significantly reduce every 
element of the overall cost in comparison to the previous election in 2005. There were five days of 
major events; the coverage of those, and the news stories in between, commanded huge audiences. 
The costs are not small but, given the level of public interest and the international significance, are 
justifiable. 
 
The coverage of the resignation of Pope Benedict on 11th February, the Papal Conclave on 12th and 
13th March, the Election of Pope Francis on 13th March, the Inauguration of the new Pope on 19th 
March and the events in between in Rome, cost a total of €167,000. This is around €100,000 less 
than the costs of covering the last change of Pope in 2005. These costs cover extended TV news (Six 
One and Nine News, for example), radio programmes (News at One, Drivetime etc), standard radio 
and TV bulletin reports, online (RTÉ.ie, News Now), mobile, and current affairs programming (Prime 
Time, for example). They also cover the inauguration programme on RTÉ One, and coverage on 
Nuacht and RTÉ Raidío na Gaeltachta.  
 



Of the total figure this time, one third of the total was required to fund satellite feeds, the provision 
of satellite trucks and engineering. The remainder of the costs were freelance crewing in Rome, the 
rental of broadcasting workspace – including live positions for TV and radio – as well as flights, hotels 
and subsistence. 
 
The team in Rome provided tens of hours of live broadcasting, including nearly 90 minutes of an 
extended Six One on the night the new Pope was elected, which attracted an audience of around 
one million people, as well as live coverage on RTÉ Radio 1 of the election with Sean O’Rourke, and 
simultaneous live coverage on Nuacht on TG4. The same team also provided coverage for the special 
programme on RTÉ One on the inauguration of the new Pope.  
 
Overall the team provided extensive coverage on the RTÉ website, Prime Time, Morning Edition, the 
TV News at One, Six One and Nine, Morning Ireland, News at One and other RTÉ Radio programmes, 
on Nuacht on RTÉ and Nuacht on TG4. I’m satisfied that this coverage was achieved at a cost 
competitive price with the public interest served in tandem on a range of channels and platforms.  
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