
IRI SH DANCING AND MUS IC ON TV. 

On the general questionnaire sent out in June the 400 members 
of the experimental panel were asked to indicate on a four-point scale 
ranging from VERY MUCH to NOf i\T ALL how interested they are in Irish 
dancing on TV, and how much they enjoy Irish music in TV programmes. 

204 replies were received, 51% of those sent out. Not sur
prisingly the answers to the two questions proved to be closely linked 
as is shown below: 

Interested in seeing Enjoy Irish 
Irish Dancing on TV. Music on TV. 

% % 

Very much: 53 47 

Moderately 28 33 

Not very much 13 13 

Not at all 4 4 

No reply 2 3 

100. 100. 

The response to them does not vary greatly between men and 
women or between the different age groups. Those who were at all in
terested in seeing Irish dancing were invited to mention any particular 
ki nds or programmes which had especially pleased them. Most of the 
large number of replies were no more than expressions of general in
terest: "I like all Irish dancing" 9 "I enjoy programmes with Irish 
dancing", "we all enjoy Irish dancing very much". 

However, several programmes were named which pleased both by 
their music content and by the d;:mcing that went with it: "Club Ceili" 
and "Aililiu" appeared most frequently but some said they found "Seamus 
Ennis sa Cathaoir", "very pleasant". 

Similarly, respondents were asked if there was any particular 
kind of Irish music they enjoyed or would like to see more frequently 
on television. Their answers tended to bo more articulate and show more 
definite tastes and opinions: "I particularly enjoy ceili music" (3C%), 
II I would like more authentic tradi tidnal music" (20%). Ballads by a . 
number of different groups were mentioned by some 35%, the most popular 
being the "Clancy Brothers" and the "Dubliners". 

A small group (10%) asked for "Irish Music as played by the 
R.E.s.o.", (the R.E.L.O. was also mentioned) and a slightly smaller 
group asked for "Sean O'Riada type music". 
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