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Do~s and Don~ts for Radio Writers 
By MERVYN WALL 

DON'T 

Be pedantic. 
Despise simple touches in prepanng 

a script. 
Load a script with stage directions. 
Make your plots complex. 
Usc long subordinate clauses in your 

prose. 
Run to much detail in scenic or personal 

description. 
Crowd incidents one upon another. 
Bore listeners with reflective stories of 

mental processes. 
Use " said he "- or " said she " in a 

short story. 
Exceed 650 words in a s-minutes script. 
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DO 

Be original. 

Submit scripts in clear typescript. 

Make the scripts of talks easy and 
conversational. 

Use simple words and avoid 
" literariness." 

Remember that yon are addressing a 
single listener, not a public meeting. 

Remember that your script is to be 
listened to, not read. 

Remember that short stories must be 
told to a listener, not written for a 
reader. 

Remember that the scripts of short 
stories should have dramatic dialogue 
rather than the dialogue of the novel. 

A Scriptwriter at W orli. 
By P. P. MAGUIRE 

THE DIFFICULTY about describing the 
wark of a Scriptwriter is that no one 
job can be regarded as really typical ; 
all have their special problems ; each 
demands an individual approach. Yet 
there is a basic routine common to most 
of our jobs, and it is that which I shall 
attempt to describe. 

The programme Beyond the Baize 

33 

Door, which set out to illustrate the 
work that goes on behind the scenes in a 
large hotel, provides a reasonably good 
example. This began, as so many Features 
do, with a few, scribbled, cryptic notes 
in a dog-eared Jotter :-

" ... How a hotel works ... cover 
24 hours . . . difficult old lady . . . 
amily party . . . some running theme 
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The Statio11 that tried to please everybody at the same time 
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