
Move over Gay, Gerry et al- you're being upstaged in the TV 
and radio heart-throb stakes! You may already have noticed __ 
those sacks of Valentine cards going past your doors and on to _ 
Dempsey's Den. And they're all addressed to two cute ~ittle 
aliens, who have captured the hearts of young - and not so 
young - Earthlings all over the country. 
LINDA KAVANAGH met them. 

I I Z AG'S THE spotty one," t:ig 
informed me, pointing to his 
identical twin. (Identical? 

They swear that they are!) 
"And Zig's the good-looking one:' 

Zag returned, "the girls love his rugged 
good looks. But I must point out that he 
hates anyone to describe him as 
beige-coloured. He's fawn." 

"It's true that Zag may not be quite 
as good-looking as me:' Zig concurred 
modestly, "but he does have personality. 
And he'll even ask on TV for girifriends 
for me, when I'm feeling too shy to ask \ 
myself." 

"We don't mind sharing girlfriends 
either:' Zag added, "it's much more 
economical." 

The zany duo were getting ready for 
St. Valentine's Day when I called to the 
Den. In order to impress all those 
girlfriends, they had just brought back 
new designer suits from the planet Zog, 
where those colours and cut are 
considered to be the height of 
contemporary fashion. (See pic 
opposite). 

"We're not very impressed with 
earthly fashions:' explained Zig. "Just 
look at the way Ian dresses. In fact. 
we're thinking of going into the fashion 
busi ness ou rselves - to promote real 
style." (They confidentially revealed to 
me that in their first fashion show they'll 
be re-introducing flared trousers and 
platform boots!). 

Fans will be glad to hear that there's 
no sign of these two little guys 
returning permanently to Zog. "We've 
too many girlfriends here - too many 
commitments," Zag said solomnly. 
(They claim to have six volumes of 
black books packed with girlfriends' 
names). "We were planning to marry 
them all on Valentine's Day:' Zig told 
me, "But we couldn't get dicky bows to 
match our suits, so we had to call it off.' 

Nevertheless, all those disappointed 
girlfriends will get a special off-the-wall 
Valentine's Day message from the duo, 
in Dempsey's Den on the day! 

The pair, who arrived on Earth in 
October '87, came on an official mission 
in search of humour. "AII Zog jokes 
were old and boring - we came in 
search of new ones." Every Saturday 
(while poor Ian recovers from the 
week's mayhem in the Den) the intrepid 
two climb into their Zogmobile (parked 
in a specially-reserved space in the RTE 
car-park beside the DG's car) and fly 
back to Zog, where they report on their 
mission and pass on the latest examples 
of earthly humour to the pupils at Joke 
School. 

Why did they choose to land in 
Ireland? "We didn't exactly know where 
we were. We just saw a mast - which 
,turned out to be the RTE mast here in 
Donnybrook - and we decided that it 
was as good a place as any to land." 
And where exactly is the planet Zog? 
"Go left past the Merrion Centre (a 
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shopping complex near the RTE 
studios) and look up. It's the third left 
star from the moon." 

I wondered if the popular pair had 
encountered any problems in taking out 
their earthly girlfriends. "The only real 
problem is that you have to change your 
socks at least once a mont~," said Zag. 

"And since we're only 2 /2 feet tall, 
we have to carry eight cushions apiece 
when we take them out to earthly 
restaurants:' explained Zig. 'The 
restaurants here aren't great either, it's 
difficult to find places that serve really 
good chocolate and tuna mousse (their 
favourite dish) cucumber and custard (a 
close runner-up) or pineapple, beetroot. 
mustard and salami pie." 

Zag wondered if I'd like to hear a 
few of the 'really great' jokes that 
they've taken back to Zog. (Did I have 
any choice?) "Okay:' began Zig, "this 
one's been Number 1 in the Zog top ten 
joke charts for the last 56 weeks. What's 
blue and white and sits in a corner? A 
fridge in a denim jacket!" 

"What's red and invisible?" added 
Zag, "No tomato!" 

They both fell about the place 
laughing. "Oh dear-" said Zig as he 
settled his disarrayed zogabongs (those 
antennae-like things on top of Zoglings' 
heads)", it's a funny old rock 'n' roll 
world-" 

"- But don't you just love it!" Zag 
finished. 

I remarked to Zag that so far, he 
hadn't used his most famous 
catchphrase even once during the 
interview. "What?" he hollered, "I don't 
believe it!" 

Apart from causing mayhem in the 
Den, these two little guys have 
well and truly winkled their way 

into Irish hearts and homes, Their fan 
club, sponsored by Kelloggs' Toppas, 
may actually be the largest fan club in 
the world, with up to 70,000 members 
at present. If so, they'll feature shortly in 
the Guinness Book of Records. In a 
recent Hot Press readers' poll to find the 
Love of the Year, they came third, and 
Warner Home Videos have just 
announced that The Nothing To Do 
With Toast Video is currently their 
top-selling video in Ireland. 

Why, I wondered, had Zig and Zag 
chosen such a bizarre title for their 

ZOGSPEAK 

video? "We thought that toast had been 
over-done in the media recently," Zag 
explained. "In fact. it had got quite a 
grilling." 

As a generous gesture for Valentine's 
Day, these two big-hearted little guys 
are anxious to help all those less 
good-looking guys out there to find 
girlfriends of their own. (Both ZoglinRs 
are aware, of course, that guys over 2 /2 
feet tall are at a distinct disadvantage, 
'cos 'small' is BIG these days, since they 
themselves have set a new trend in 
guy-appeal) . 

"French is the most romantic 
language:' explained Zig, "so I'll feach 
them to say 'I love you Darling' en 
Francais: Listen Buster, ou est Ie Centre 
de Georges Pompidou." 

"If she says 'Let's go Dutch, don't 
sayyes-" Zag piped up, "-you try and 
find a Dutch restaurant in Ireland!" 

"If her hobby is onion squelching or 
camel flarping, go out with her sister:' 
Zig advised. 

"But remember that looks aren't 
everything," added Zag. "After all, 
beauty is only fur-deep." 

And they both agree that if she says 
no nine hundred and forty-six times, she 
really does mean no! 

Despite the sound advice from those 
well-meaning alien oracles, it doesn't 
look as though hunky six-foot guys will 
fare too well in this year's Valentine 
stakes. Judging by the RTE post. the 
girls have lost their hearts already. If 
you're not a crazy off-the-wall alien, 
you're just not in the running this year! 

Ou est Ie Centre de Georges Pompidou? 
Means anything and everything that Zig wants it to mean! 
Yo bro gimme three! 
Hello friends. let's shake hands (Zoglings have only 3 fingers). 
Zogling: 
An inhabitant of the planet Zog. 
Zogabucks 
Money (1 Zogabuck. = IR£7 approx.) 
Zogitoome! 
May I have (Sock it to me = nearest equivalent translation). 
Buster! 
Anyone who's being spoken to. 
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