
Address by Alan Shatter TD Minister for Justice, Equality and 

Defence on the publication of the Report of Mr Justice Quirke 

 

For the former residents of the Magdalen Laundries; St Mary's 

Training Centre Stanhope Street and House of Mercy Training 

School, Summerhill, Wexford, today is a profoundly important 

day. They have given so much of their time, their energy, their 

courage, and their vision of human dignity to make this day come 

true.  

 

It also marks the culmination of a process I initiated together 

with Minister of State Kathleen Lynch in March 2011 following my 

taking office as Minister for Justice, Equality and Defence. It 

reflects my promise to the women who resided and worked in the 

Laundries to see justice done.    

 

I emphasise the word justice. Justice required that all 

information available relating to the Magdalen Laundries be 

identified and fully considered and that the women who resided 

in them and the religious congregations involved have the 

opportunity to tell their story.  The process we initiated 

resulted in an unprecedented trawl of papers and records held by 

the State and State agencies to assist in establishing the facts 

about the Magdalen laundries and gave everyone a unique 

opportunity to detail what they knew.  

 

We decided that the most effective approach would not be a 

statutory inquiry such as a Tribunal. Our experience is that 

tribunals are expensive, adversarial, and take a long time to 

produce results. We were conscious of the age of many of the 

women involved and did not believe that they could wait 

indefinitely. Instead we decided on a less formal approach in 

the expectation that it would produce a much quicker but equally 

effective result.  

 

I have to say that the results more than vindicated that choice, 

which is due in no small account to the work of Doctor Martin 

McAleese. Martin McAleese won the trust of all those who 

participated in the process, most especially the women whom he 

met as well as the religious congregations who gave 

unprecedented access to their records.  His objective, 

independent and determined approach brought to light a whole 

wealth of information that we did not know even existed at the 

start of the process.  His report remains the only comprehensive 

factual objective account of Magdalen laundries in this State.  

I say unequivocally that we would not be where we are today 



without the McAleese report and once again I would like to thank 

him for his enormous contribution to the process.  

 

The McAleese report provided a solid basis for the Taoiseach's 

apology on 19th February 2013 on behalf of the State, the 

government and our citizens to all those women for the hurt that 

was done to them and for any stigma they suffered as a result of 

the time they spent in a Magdalen Laundry.  

 

The next step needed after the apology was a practical 

expression of support for the women in question.  My first 

concern has always been the women themselves and I know that 

Minister of State Lynch who has worked with me on this issue has 

always shared that view.    

 

There were many concerns about the approach taken in the 

Residential Institutions Redress Act 2002. In particular many of 

the victims of institutional abuse thought that the system was 

very legalistic and traumatic and that too much money went to 

lawyers rather than to the victims themselves. Based on the 

experience of that scheme and on the views of the women 

themselves and their representatives, We received Government 

approval for an approach that would ensure that a non-

adversarial system would be introduced and that the monies 

allocated would be directed for the benefit of eligible 

applicants and not on legal fees and expenses.  

 

Mr Justice Quirke, the President of the Law Reform Commission, 

was asked to examine the matter in the light of the specific 

terms of reference given in this regard and asked to report back 

within 3 months with recommendations.  

 

I must once again thank Mr Justice Quirke for taking on this 

task.  He acted completely independently of the Government and 

indeed until he presented his report, we had no idea of what he 

might recommend.  The report itself is very thorough and 

impressive. I know that he consulted widely on the issue.   He 

and the people who assisted him did an excellent job in devising 

a scheme that meets the particular needs of the women in 

question.  He presented his report at the end of May and the 

Government yesterday approved our proposal to publish his report 

in full and accept the recommendations made by him. It is on my 

Department's website and a hard copy of the report has been 

posted out to every woman who registered an expression of 

interest with my Department on the basis they were in a Magdalen 

laundry.  

 



Before turning to the Quirke Report, I would also like to thank 

the many former residents of the Magdalen Laundries, as well as 

their representative bodies, for meeting with Judge Quirke or 

members of his team and for sharing their stories and current 

circumstances with them to inform the process. I am conscious 

that many of you previously met with myself and Kathleen Lynch, 

with Martin McAleese, and with the Taoiseach and Tanaiste.  We 

believed it was important at all stages that you had the 

opportunity to contribute to the work being undertaken and I 

hope that each of you understands how much we value your 

participation in that work.  I also want to thank the religious 

congregations for meeting with Judge Quirke and for all of the 

vital assistance they have given to both Martin McAleese and 

Judge Quirke.  

 

What did Judge Quirke recommend?  

The key recommendation in the report is the making of ex gratia  

payments to all Magdalen women to express the "sincere nature of 

the State's reconciliatory intent" and "in recognition of the 

States past failures."  The payments and other recommendations 

being implemented are also intended by way of restorative 

justice to address the women's "needs and interests". The amount 

paid to each woman will depend on the duration of her stay 

subject to a minimum and maximum threshold as set out in the 

table on page 10 and Appendix A, page 65.  

 

A woman who spent any time of 3 months or less in a Magdalen 

laundry will receive an ex gratia lump sum payment of €11,500.  

 

The amount increases: thus for one year it will be €20,500, and 

for five years it will be €68,500.  

 

The maximum payment is €100,000 for women who were in a Magdalen 

laundry for 10 years or more.  

 

Crucially, payment of these sums of money is not dependent on 

proof of any hardship, injury or abuse.  

 

The Government has decided that this recommendation should be 

implemented immediately. Reconciliatory justice delayed is 

reconciliatory justice denied.  

 

Application forms, partially completed with basic information 

already supplied, were posted out last night to approximately 

600 women who were in Magdalen Laundries and who registered with 

the Department subsequent to the publication of the McAleese 

Report. Application forms are available from the Department and 



any person who requires a form or advice on completing a form 

may contact  

 

 

 


