
Department of Environment, Community and Local Government 

Custom House 

Dublin 1 

Ireland 

            

02 April 2013 

  

Re: Upcoming discussion on “air quality and urban environment” during the 
meeting of the Informal Council of European Union’s (EU) Environment 
Ministers of Monday 22 April 2013 

  

Dear Minister Hogan, 

  

We are writing to you in view of the upcoming Informal Council of EU Environment 
Ministers of Monday 22 April to ask you to support ambitious action to improve air 
quality across the EU. 

Key reasons for action include: 

1. Effects on human health. In urban areas across the EU, between 80 and 97% of 
the population is exposed to hazardous levels of air pollution. Every year, around 
420 000 EU citizens die prematurely because of air pollution[1]. Recently, the 
World’s Health Organisation (WHO) more than confirmed the magnitude of health 
impacts linked with air pollution. It also stated that the existing EU air quality 
standards were far from sufficient to protect people’s health. 

  

2. Effects on the environment. Air pollution damages nature and biodiversity with the 
deposition of acidifying and eutrophying substances still exceeding the critical loads 
of sensitive ecosystems over large areas in Europe. 

  

3. Huge economic losses for society. In the year 2000 alone, the health damage 
from air pollution amounted to between €277 and €790 billion[2]. Attaining the WHO 
recommended limits for PM2.5 in 25 large European cities alone could provide 
savings of €31.5 billion annually[3], including savings on health expenditures, 
absenteeism and intangible costs such as well-being, life expectancy and quality of 
life. The cost-benefit analyses prepared by the Directorate General for Environment 
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valued the benefits for the economy of a revised NEC Directive at between €22 and 
€70 billion per year.[4] 

  

4. Help achieve climate targets. Current EU efforts addressing climate change will 
benefit from new action on air pollution since greenhouse gases and air pollutants 
generally come from the same sources. Some pollutants such as black carbon and 
methane have a direct impact on both air quality and climate change. 
Action on air pollution is supported by a large majority of European citizens. 
According to the 2013 Eurobarometer survey, nearly 80% of Europeans polled think 
that the EU should propose additional measures to address air quality related 
problems in Europe[5]. 67% believe that air quality has deteriorated in the last ten 
years. 

Such action may be achieved by: 

1. Adopting ambitious emission reduction commitments in the revised Nation 
Emissions Ceilings (NEC) Directive. The level of ambition should go beyond the 
2005 Thematic Strategy on Air Pollution and aim at achieving “levels of air quality 
that do not give rise to significant negative impacts on and risks to human health and 
the environment”.[6] 

  

2. Adopting sector legislation to cut emissions from all major sources. Urgent 
action is needed to cut high emissions from sectors such as transport (road, non-
road and shipping), small and medium scale combustion, agriculture and solvent 
use. 

  

3. Implementing and enforcing current EU air quality standards and providing a 
vision for strengthening them in light of the latest WHO recommendations. 

More details on all three action points can be found in an annex to this letter. 

  

Any further delay in taking action on air pollution would be unacceptable given the 
costs to human health and the environment. We therefore count on your support 
during the Informal Council meeting and in the months that will follow. 

  

Sincerely yours, 

  

  

James Nix - Director of Policy & Operations, An Taisce 
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