
Maria and Paul Dempsey statement following the sentencing of John Geary:  
 
We are thankful that this episode of our lives is finally over. While we are grateful that we didn't have to 
endure a trial, we were deeply disturbed that it took John Geary so long to put an end to the torment of 
waiting for some answers. 
 
The not knowing of what happened that day has played on our minds constantly. Yes, we knew Alicia died 
of stab wounds, but that was not enough to put together a picture of what actually happened to our 
beautiful daughter. 
 
Alicia is missed deeply by us all - her parents and siblings and her extended family and friends. We will 
never be able to convey how uniquely kind and selfless she was in life and in death. 
 
As a child and as a young woman she showed an empathy and compassion beyond her age. 
 
People tell us of her kindness, like paying for groceries when a lady was short at the checkout or how she 
talked to anyone and everyone, remembering details of their conversation. This was reassuring to people 
because she listened. 
 
For our own family, where once there was great laughter, love and pranks, there is now a big hole. We 
miss her consideration and frankness. We have all lost a great friend. 
 
We have also lost an innocence - our children have been exposed to a world that is vile and disturbing, 
mixed with fear and grief. 
 
We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has supported us with kindness and prayers, 
in particular the community of Rockchapel and Staffordshire Moorlands, as well as the children's school. 
 
We would also like to thank the organisations, Support After Homicide, Safe Ireland, and Garda Síochána 
and all those associated with this case, including the DPP, who have always showed great compassion and 
professionalism.    
 
We can now hope to move on with some closure, take with us some peace and turn our pain to love. Hate 
is rife in this world and revenge fuels it. We pray that the deaths of Alicia, Sarah, Reece and Amy are not in 
vain. 


