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I want to firstly thank Eamon Gilmore for his distinguished and committed service to the 
Labour Party and the country over the last number of years.  
 
Today I am declaring my candidacy for the Deputy Leadership of the Labour Party. I 
would like to thank my proposer John Lyons T.D and my seconder Senator Mary Moran 
as well as my other colleagues, supporters and friends.   
 
The people sent us a loud message last weekend and, for our own sake, we must 
listen.  It was a bruising experience for the Labour Party.  But we are still here. 
 
We must heed and act upon on the message that was roared at us from the ballot box.  
We need to regroup, refocus and renew.   
 
This is an opportunity for us to reflect, to look ahead, at our purpose and priorities for 
the second half of this Dáil, and beyond.  A new phase for our country, a new phase for 
our party. 
 
We need to revaluate the old and embrace the new.  It's about knowing what we stand 
for, and what we are trying to achieve. It's about having a purpose to steer by.  
 
As a party, we have to do more.  As a party, we have to stand, not just on our record, 
but on our vision of the future. What we have to do now is move forward from tackling 
the crisis, to building a new future.  The energy, drive and commitment that we have 
shown in getting out of the bailout programme should now be redirected into a new 
recovery.  A recovery that is felt by all. 
 
The Irish people have paid a heavy price in repairing the economic mess that we 
inherited.  We know they know the cause of it and we also know that they're feeling its 
effects, and this was expressed loudly and clearly last weekend in the ballot box.   
 
The last number of years have been difficult.  Difficult for a whole generation in negative 
equity, stuck paying boom-time mortgages with recession incomes.  Difficult for our 
elderly on fixed incomes. Difficult when our best and brightest leave to get work. People 
have put up with a lot. They have shouldered a lot, but I believe we must do what we 
can to make it easier.  



 
Where we have to focus our efforts now is on helping families who are carrying a heavy 
burden.  We need to look at how we can give them some breathing room. A break from 
the relentless grind of paying off the bills every month, only to have little or nothing left 
over. 
 
Where we can, we should and will put our efforts into making it easier for families to 
manage.  
 
I see my role as Deputy Party Leader as helping to restore confidence in ourselves, 
restore confidence in who we are as a party, and provide confidence in ensuring that 
our vision for Ireland is one of a better, stronger, fairer Ireland.   
 

 


