
Update on Cryptosporidium in Roscommon Water Supplies on Monday 27
th

 May 2013 

The Council can confirm that the Department of Environment, Community and Local 

Government have approved funding of €309,258 towards the installation of an interim 

package treatment plant at Roscommon, subject to compliance with relevant planning and 

procurement regulations. The total cost of the scheme is estimated at €412,344 with the 

balance funded by Roscommon County Council. Council officials met with the EPA on Friday 

last and outlined the proposals.  

The Council have engaged a contractor for the provision of a UV treatment system and 

associated filtration. The expected duration of the contract is 10 to 12 weeks and following 

commissioning and discussions with the EPA and HSE, the boil water will then be lifted 

Farm surveys are continuing throughout both catchments. An information leaflet which 

outlines steps that can be taken to protect waters from contamination is being issued to 

each landowner. A copy of the leaflet is available at www.roscommoncoco.ie   

Results from the re-testing of samples from the Boyle and Boyle/Ardcarne supply are still 

awaited. A precautionary boil notice remains in place for the Boyle and Boyle/Ardcarne 

schemes. 

Testing of a new production well at Castlerea Regional Supply is being carried out to 

determine whether its water quality can allow the UV treatment system already in place to 

operate within its validated range. If so it will become the new source for the scheme and 

following discussions with the HSE and EPA the boil notice could then be lifted.  

The HSE have confirmed that no further cases of cryptosporidiosis have been notified. 

Water on these schemes should be boiled for the following purposes: 

• Drinking 

• Drinks made with water 

• Preparation of salads and similar foods, which are not cooked prior to eating 

• Brushing of teeth 

• Making of ice (discard ice cubes in fridge/freezers). 

Un-boiled water should not be used for these purposes. 

Un-boiled water can be used for personal hygiene, bathing and flushing of toilets but not 

for brushing teeth or gargling. 

TO BOIL WATER: Boil water until rolling, then allow to cool.  Cover and store in a 

refrigerator or cold place.  Water from the hot tap is not safe to drink.  Domestic water 

filters will not render water safe to drink.  Discard ice cubes in fridges and freezers and any 

filtered water in fridges.  Make ice from cooled boiled water. 



Use water prepared for drinking when preparing foods that will not be cooked (e.g. 

washing salads, fruit and vegetables to be consumed uncooked) 

Prepare baby feeds with water that has been brought to the boil once and cooled.  Do not 

use water that has been reboiled several times.  Do not use bottled mineral water as most 

brands contain concentrations of minerals that are too high for babies. 

The 'Boil Water Notice’ will be lifted when the water supply is considered to be safe. 

Further Information is available at www.roscommoncoco.ie 

The Council continue to use the MapAlerter system and members of the public can join 

MapAlerter.com for free and start receiving free text messages and email alerts issued by 

Roscommon County Council at  www.mapalerter.com/roscommon  

Roscommon County Council regrets the inconvenience this incident is causing to the 
public. 

 

 

 

 

 


