
RTÉ Audience Council 

Meeting held on Thursday, 24th July 2014 
 

Communiqué 
 

Attendance:   Pauric Dempsey (Chairperson); Gerry Ellis; Joe Little (RTÉ Board 

representative) Clare Watson; Brid O’Brien; Ebun Akpoveta; Pat 

Nolan; Donal O’Grady; Deirdre Carroll 
 

Apologies:   Kathriona Devereux; Paddy Richardson 
 

Abstained from Attending Mark Cullinane 
 

In Attendance:   Paula Lynch Marlowe, Secretary Audience Council 

 

1. Communiqué of meeting held on Thursday, 22nd of May 2014 

A review in the wording of two points in the Communiqué was requested.  

 

2. Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

3. Audience Council Role 

A report on this issue is being worked on by a Sub Committee of the council, a background paper 

titled “Audience Council Best Practice” was produced in advance of this meeting for perusal and it was 

felt that it was a very good starting point, focusing on the Audience Councils set up in Australia 

and the UK as comparison models.   

 

A wider and more in-depth discussion on this topic will be conducted once the Sub Committee 

Report is finalised. 

 

4. Joint Meeting with RTÉ Board 

In advance of the RTÉ Audience Council and RTÉ Board’s 2014 Joint Meeting this afternoon the 

Working Group reports have been circulated to the Board members and each report has been 

assigned a Board Member to formally report to the Council on the paper within the meeting.  

It is hoped that this approach will forge a more constructive engagement between the two groups 

and make way for a clearer established relationship. 

 



Including the Working Group and “Audience Council Best Practice” reports the following topics will be 

covered during the joint meeting; 

1. Selection of Audience Council Members 

2. Continuity of members who have not yet completed their full five year term 

3. Relationship between RTÉ Board and RTÉ Audience Council 

4. Value of Audience Council input 

 

5. AOB      

Our Chairman has had a meeting with the head of Radio 1 in relation to the working group 

documents and the next steps from here. A number of suggestions were discussed at the meeting 

such as theme programmes on the projects or using Audience Council members as contributors on 

the topics covered during conversations on-air. Council members felt that it would be beneficial to 

focus on coverage levels as well as contributing to singular broadcasts. It was felt that it would be 

best for this to be discussed at the Joint Meeting this afternoon. 

 

The matter of handing a questionnaire out to entrants to the BT Young Scientist Exhibition 2015 

was raised. Targeting entrants would ensure that all attendees are captured and not just those who 

visited the RTÉ stand as in 2013. A person has been identified by an Audience Council member 

who would like to help us with this questionnaire. This is to be raised with the RTÉ Audience 

Research team and a meeting arranged to discuss our options in advance of the exhibition in early 

2015. 

 

6. Dates of Next Meeting 

Tuesday the 23rd September at 11am 


