
RTÉ Audience Council Communiqué 
 

Meeting held on Tuesday, 23rd of September 2014 

 

Attendance:    Pat Nolan (Chairperson), Gerry Ellis, Clare Watson, Ebun 

Akpoveta, Donal O’Grady, Deirdre Carroll, Paddy 

Richardson, Mark Cullinane 

 

Apologies:   Pauric Dempsey, Kathriona Devereux, Brid O’Brien 

 

In Attendance:   Cillian de Paor, Group Secretary RTÉ 

   Alan Gilsenan, Former RTÉ Board Member 

 

The meeting was convened by Cillian de Paor in the absence of the Chair, Pauric 

Dempsey.  He informed the Council of the resignation of Kathriona Devereaux.  After 

some discussion Pat Nolan was unanimously agreed as Chair for the day.  It was 

specifically noted that there had not been a female Chair of the Council, either acting or 

permanent for quite some years.  Cillian de Paor undertook to raise this when the RTÉ 

Board next considered the matter. 

 

1. Communiqué of meeting held on Thursday, 22nd of May 2014 

A minor amendment was proposed to the July Communiqué and agreed.  

 

2. Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 



 

 

3. Criminal Justice Report 

Alan Gilsenan, former member of the RTÉ Board joined the meeting to give Board feedback on 

the paper on Public Broadcasting and the re-integration of offenders.  He thanked the Council 

for its paper.  He agreed with the paper that the avoidance of sensationalism in current affairs 

programming about this area was important and while there had been mistakes, he felt that 

things had improved in recent years.  He assured the Council that change, while sometimes 

slow, did happen and praised the Council’s public event on Migrant Participation as an example 

of where movement could be achieved on an issue. 

 

Pat Nolan suggested that the Council begin to create a “long list” of possible themes for next 

year’s public event.  This subject might well be included on such a list he said.  He thanked Alan 

Gilsenan for his contribution. 

 

The Council agreed that the joint meeting with the RTÉ Board in July had gone well. 

 

4. Paper on the Role of the Audience Council 

Pat Nolan tabled a draft paper he had circulated on this subject and asked for proposals to 

change its content. Paddy Richardson welcomed the document and summarised the key points 

under the following headings – Strategic direction, Appointment procedure, involvement of 

Council Chair in RTÉ Board meetings, annual meeting with Board, resources available to the 

Council. 

 

The Council agreed they would prefer to make specific recommendations in the final version.  

Mark Cullinane said that he would make his observations in writing but that while he might 

approach the subject from a different philosophical perspective he would not stand in the way 

of an agreed paper. It was agreed that the Chair of the Council should write to the new 

Chairman of RTÉ’s Board asking for a protocol to be 

drawn up on how the Board saw the relationship between the two bodies developing.  The letter 

should ask that a draft proposal be sent to the Council for their input. There was unanimous 

support for looking for a more strategic use of the resource of the Council by RTÉ in the future.   

 



There was a lengthy discussion on the method of appointment of Council members and to what 

degree it was desirable that this be broadened and expressions of interest sought in the future.  

No conclusion was reached on this matter and it will be addressed in the next draft of the paper.  

It was noted that given a number of resignations there might be difficulty in obtaining a quorum 

for Council meetings later in the year. 

 

5. AOB 

There appeared to be some emails coming to the Council that had not been responded to so it 

was asked that the log of emails be treated as a standing item on the agenda in future. It was 

agreed that when ready the recording of the Migrant Participation public meeting be placed 

online. 

 

An article criticising the panel make-up of the Marian Finucane Radio programme was brought 

to the attention of the Council.  The Group Secretary said he would draw the Council’s concerns 

to the attention of RTÉ management.   

 

The BAI Compliance Committee ruling in relation to the Mooney Show was raised. 

The Council asked that a senior management representative be invited to their next meeting to 

discuss the papers that had been presented to the Board. 

 

6. Dates of Next Meeting 

 

Tuesday the 4th of November, 2014 

 

 


