
RTÉ Audience Council Communiqué 

Meeting held on Tuesday, 18th of November 2014 
 
 

Attendance:   Pauric Dempsey (Chairperson), Gerry Ellis, 

Clare Watson Pat Nolan, 

Paddy Richardson  
 

Apologies:   Deirdre Carroll, Mark Cullinane  
 

In Attendance:   Paula Lynch Marlowe, Secretary Audience Council 

   Kevin Bakhurst, MD News & Current Affairs / Deputy DG 

 

1. Communiqué of meeting held on Tuesday, 23rd of September 2014 

The Communiqué was accepted  

 

2. Matters Arising 

There were no matters arising. 

 

3.  

A revised version of the document tabled at the September meeting was agreed with 

approval and the report will then be sent onto the RTE Board. The chairman thanked 

Pat Nolan and all those who contributed to the report for a clear, concise report. 

 

4. Update on Working Group Reports; Joined by Kevin Bakhurst 

The chairman welcomed Kevin Bakhurst to the meeting and asked him to give feedback 

when broadcasting in the areas covered in the Working Group Reports; Poverty, 

Climate Change, Unemployment and Criminal Justice. 



 

Kevin began by thanking the Council  for the reports and noting that he had circulated them 

widely to his colleagues. He noted that the reports had been timely and had stimulated 

discussion on the issues highlighted by the working group reports. He felt that the re-

appointment of an Environment Correspondent addressed many of the issues raised by the 

Climate Change report and that the link with Agriculture was a positive one from an Irish 

viewpoint. He commended the Audience Council for the Public Event on Migrant 

Representation and indicated that a number of initiatives would be announced shortly in that 

regard.  

Reference was made to the use of focus groups and Kevin felt that it should be an area RTÉ 

could use the Audience Council to assist them with, much like the BBC do. The group welcomed 

this idea and its follow-on from their own focus group work. 

5. AOB      

asked to circulate ideas in advance of the next meeting so that a long list could be drawn up for 

the next council.  

The Prime Time Programme of 29th October was discussed and reservations expressed by 

some members of the Council about how the closing comments of one of the contributors was 

allowed to go unchallenged by the presenter. One member of the Council noted the importance 

of understanding the context in which these comments were made. It was agreed that the 

matter would be raised with Current Affairs. 

6. Dates of Next Meeting 

Wednesday 17th of December at 11am



 


