
The Any-Book  
Book Club
Boredom busters that work with  
any  book you have lying around

About this project
The Smurfit Kappa Foundation and 
Children’s Books Ireland are working 
together to support schools. 

About the Smurfit Kappa Foundation
The aim of the Smurfit Kappa Foundation 
is to fund projects in the communities in 
which they operate, particularly those which 
are sustainable and focus on helping children 
through health and nutrition, basic care and 
early education. 

smurf itkappafoundation.com

About Children’s Books Ireland 
At Children’s Books Ireland, we believe that 
every child should have access to the joy of 
reading, regardless of their circumstances. 
Our mission is to make books central to 
every child’s life on the island of Ireland. 
We work with families, teachers, libraries, 
publishers and communities all across the 
island to get books into children’s hands 
and to inform adults who can make a big 
impact on their reading. We advocate for 
the changes Ireland needs to grow a new 
generation of readers, and we support artists 
so that they can make excellent work for 
children and young people. Sign up to our 
newsletter to stay in touch! 

childrensbooksireland.ie 
#EveryChildAReader 

@KidsBooksIrel 
@kidsbooksirel 
@childrensbooksireland 
Children’s Books Ireland
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don’t forget to share your creations using 

 #AnyBookClub
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Book Dominoes
In a ‘normal ’ game of dominoes, you can only set down a domino beside another one if a 
number connects them: a 6 beside a 6, a 2 beside a 2, and so on. But how does it work with 
books?

What you need:
• At least 10 books of any kind

• 1 or more player

What you do:
1. Gather at least 10 books. You can use your own books, borrow from your family, use school books … You could also add 

some DVDs or game boxes.

2. Put the books in a pile, cover down.

3. Take the book on top of the pile and set it down, cover up, on the floor or the table.

4. Now take another book from the pile. Look at the cover. Is there any way you can connect it to the cover of the first 
book? Maybe it’s by the same author, or there are similar colours, or the topics are the same … 

5. If you can find a connection, set the second book beside the first and pick up a third book.

6. If you can’t find a connection, keep the second book for later and try again with a third book.

7. Once you can set down a second book beside the first, you have two options for placing a third book, at either end of 
your line of ‘dominoes’. 

8. Continue until you have found a place for each book.

Top tip
Try and be as creative as you can with your connections (for example: ‘In both books, the hero hates pizza’ or ‘I never finished 
reading either of these books’). Try to avoid connections that are too obvious (for example: ‘Both books are rectangular’ or ‘They 
both have words on the cover’).

Another way:
- Live Dominoes: Find somebody to play with. Try to have about five books per player. The game works in the same way, 

except you take turns playing.

- After the Event: After you finish your game, ask someone who hasn’t played if they can see the connections between the 
books. Are they spot on or way off?

What next?
You could take a photo or video of your finished game, explain how you got from one book to the next and share it with your 
class/teacher. 

Book Dominoes

What you  

need:

• At least 10 books  

of any kind

• 1 or more player

Don’t forget to send us your f inished game using #AnyBookClub



Make a Scene
You’ve probably heard the expression ‘Don’t judge a book by its cover’.  Book covers are 
meant to tell  readers something about the book, if possible something exciting, beautiful 
or interesting. We’ve all  seen terrible ones. Now it’s your chance to make a good one … but 
without a drawing.

What you need:
• Your imagination

• Whatever you have in the house that might be useful

What you do:
1. Pick your favourite book. It doesn’t matter if you have it at home or not. It can be a novel, a comic, a fact book, poetry … 

anything.

2. Think about your favourite moment in that book. Picture it in your head. You can write down some notes if you want. 
What’s happening? Where? Who is there? What is everyone doing? Do they have special clothes or objects?

3. Now your mission is to recreate that scene with whatever you have at home: toys, Lego, minifigures, teddies, cushions, 
rubbers, kitchen utensils (nothing dangerous!), or whatever else you can think of!

Top tip
You can be very precise in the detail you add to your scene and make a picture of the background on a piece of light cardboard 
(the inside of a cereal box is perfect).

Or you can go minimalist and pick two or three details in the costumes, action or background. Maybe it’s all you need. For 
example: give a minifigure a tiny stick and make a pointy hat out of black paper to stick on its head, and everyone will know 
which famous boy wizard you’re talking about.

Another way:
- Guess the Book: Can anyone guess what book you’ve picked just by looking at your scene? And, whether they do or 

don’t, would they like to read it?

- Human Up! Create your scene with people instead of toys! Dress up and use your home for the background décor. 

What next?
You could write the title and author/illustrator name of your chosen book on paper, cut it out and place it on your scene. A book 
cover in 3D!

Take a photo of your scene and share it with your class/teacher if you can.

Make 
a Scene

What you  

need:

• Your imagination

• Whatever you have in  

the house that might 

 be useful

Don’t forget to send us your f inished scene using #AnyBookClub



Going Green
If you think about it ,  books (except e-books and audiobooks) sort of grow on trees. They are, 
after all ,  made of paper and cardboard, which are made of wood! How about reconnecting 
books with nature? Try these activities to ‘rewild ’ your bookshelf.

What you need:
• A small container like an empty (and clean!) individual yogurt pot or an empty jar

• A small handful of soil, or some fluffed out cotton wool

• Tape or glue

• Seeds (see Top Tip)

• Paper

• Something to write and draw with, like pens, markers, pencils or crayons

What you do:
1. Pick a favourite character from a book. It can be a real person or an animal from a fact book or an imaginary one from a 

comic, a novel or a picturebook.

2. Draw a picture of their face on the paper but leave out their hair.

3. Tape or glue your picture to the side of your container.

4. Put the soil in your container. If using cotton wool or a tissue, wet it and squeeze out excess water, then place it in the 
bottom of your container.

5. Sprinkle the seeds (about 1 teaspoon for a yogurt pot) on top.

6. Water every morning and every night. Make sure to drain excess water or it will just rot!

7. Wait and wait for your character’s green ‘hair’ to grow!

8. Do you like their new style?

Top tip
You can use any seeds you have in the house. Cress works especially well because it grows easily and very fast.

Check your kitchen cupboards for lentils (uncooked and not the split kind). They work really well too.

Another way:
- Nature Art: Could you make the entire face out of natural elements? Look for sticks, leaves, stones, flower petals and so 

on, next time you are outdoors. What do you think of the result?

- Book Rainbow: Go on a colour scavenger hunt around your home. Look for books, DVD or game boxes of bright 
colour. Can you come up with a full rainbow? Here is what you are looking for: red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo (a 
darker blue), violet (purple).

What next?
If you used cress, you can eat the young shoots in a salad!

Share your creations with your class/teacher if you can.

Going
Green

What you  

need:
• A small container

• A small handful of soil, or  

some fluffed out cotton wool

• Tape or glue • Seeds (see Top Tip)

• Paper • Something to write and draw  

with, like pens, markers, pencils or 

crayons

Don’t forget to send us your f inished plant friend using #AnyBookClub



No-Sweat Story Making
Sometimes the best ideas for stories come from random accidents. Here, we are lending 
chance a helping hand and making accidents happen. Expect some very random, maybe 
completely mad stories.

What you need:
• 6 people (including yourself) (see also Another way) • Pen and paper • Scissors

What you do:

Top tip
Before the answer to Strip 5, write ‘He/She/They said’.

Here’s an example of a crazy story created just like this.

Another way:
- Call a Friend: If you don’t have enough people in the house, simply ask your question to the next person you chat to on 

the phone. Hopefully, you will make up the numbers in no time.

- Going Solo: You can also try and do it all by yourself by picking six different stories. Answer each question with a 
different book or movie!

- Spine Story: Grab a stack of books at random and read the titles on their spine. Does it make a sentence? Or the 
beginnings of a story? Change the order of the books around if you have to.

What next?
You could tidy up the crazy story and maybe write a sequel, or make a picture to go with it. For example, the story pictured on the 
oppostite page could be tidied up to read: On the 13th of May 1498 in Glasgow, a man from Africa had to save the world.  
He said: ‘Ok, you three guys, let’s play the game.’ Then there was a huge explosion.

Share it with the other players, and your class/teacher if you can.

1. With the pen, divide your sheet of paper roughly 
into 6 strips. 

2. Number them from 1 to 6.
3. On the left of each strip write:

 On the first strip: When is it set?
 On the second strip: Where is it set?
 On the third strip: Who is the main character?
 On the fourth strip:  
 What does the character have to do?
 On the fith strip:  
 What is the first full sentence on page 7 of the book  
 you’ve chosen?
 On the sixth strip: What happens at the end?

      4.  Cut up each strip, shuffle them and randomly give  
 one to each player.

5.  Ask each player to think of the last book, story or  
 movie they’ve read or watched.  
 (The player with Strip 5 can grab any book at  
 random)
6.  Each player must answer the question they are given  
 in relation to the book they have picked.  
 They write their answer on the strip of paper.
7. When everyone is done, collect all the strips. Line  
 them up from 1 to 6 and read aloud the answers.  
 It should give you a pretty crazy story!

No-Sweat  
Story Making

Don’t forget to send us your f inished story using #AnyBookClub

What  

you need:

• 6 people  

• Pen & paper  

• Scissors

1. 300 years ago
2. In Berlin

3. An assistant pig-keeper
4. Wanted to cover the Soccer World Cup

5. He said: ‘I look up. I look down.’
6. In the end, he went home with Big Crab  

and their fishy friends.



Book Feast
Stories are often about food. Have you noticed? Think about Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears (porridge), The Very Hungry Caterpillar  (it’s all  in the title!), Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory, Ratburger  (also in the title!!).  What if we made food about books for a change?

What you need:
• Paper 

• Something to write and draw with, like pens, markers, pencils or crayons 

• Pretend food and real food are optional!

What you do:
1. Think of the last stories you’ve enjoyed. Who were the main characters? The good ones and the nasty ones.

2. You are going to invite them to a special dinner. 

3. Send them invitations that suit their style. For example, if you invite Greg Heffley from Diary of a Wimpy Kid, add a 
doodle to your invitation.

4. Write up a menu with food they would enjoy. For example, Count Dracula probably likes raw steak better than broccoli 
soup.

5. Place the characters around the table. Make sure they will enjoy the company of their neighbours. You don’t want a guest 
eating anybody else!

Top tip
You can make up the ingredients completely, especially for fantasy books or science fiction stories. Combine separate ingredients 
into one (like chocolate+cucumber -> chocumber), mix an object with a food (fancy a toothbrush sandwich?) or invent your own 
foodstuff (do you like the sound of brolomgum? What could it be?)

Another way:
- Reading Snack: What’s your favourite snack? Is it a good one to have while you read? If not, what could you do to make 

it so? Change the way you eat it? Change the way you read? Have a think!

- Edible Book: How about … a book made of food? Every year, there is an Edible Book Festival where people make cakes 
inspired by a particular book. What would your own entry be? Design it on paper. Cook it if you can! 

What next?
You’re probably feeling peckish now. Have that reading snack!

Share your creations with your class/teacher if you can.

Book  
Feast

What you  

need:
• Paper   

• Drawing Materials 

• Pretend food & real 

food optional

Don’t forget to send us your f inished menus and seating plans using #AnyBookClub


