
Father Patrick McCafferty's comments to Pope Francis:  

Dear Holy Father, 

Thank you for the opportunity of this meeting with you today and I offer you these 
thoughts which might assist you, as you guide us, through this painful suffering in 
Christ's Body - His Church. For if one member suffers, all suffer together with it (I 
Corinthians 12:26). 

The current crisis has been going on for over 30 years now. The agony is prolonged 
intolerably by the continuous "drip drip" of disturbing revelations. A very focused and 
proactive approach to this crisis in the Universal Church is very necessary for healing to 
occur - and in many instances - for it to even begin. 

Failure to grapple with this sin and crime is hindering the Church's capacity to bear 
witness in other vital areas, such as the right to life, the importance of marriage and the 
joy of family life. Help is available to you, Holy Father, as the leader of the coalition of 
the willing. Progress has been made and, together, we can continue to the next stage. 

The reality also, that must be honestly considered and faced, is that this issue is 
endemic, outside as well as within, the Church. 

From the Church's perspective, nevertheless, there have been clear examples of being 
able to address this problem, with complete transparency and cooperation with the civil 
agencies and authorities - as with the Ferns and Dublin Reports - these models are a 
good foundation for necessary openness. 

Transparency, full cooperation and accountability at the highest level, are of paramount 
importance in restoring the sacred trust that has been violated. Much progress has been 
made in this respect by Irish dioceses, including my home diocese, under its present 
bishop +Noel Treanor. 

Above all, the voices that survivors and victims hear need to be, clearly, voices of hope, 
that console and offer a way forward. Hope is central to our vocation. The message that 
those hurt and affected hear should offer hope and not despair. The Lord is saying to 
us, "comfort my people" (Isaiah 40:1). Terrible wounds are exacerbated when 
consolation and comforting are withheld. 

There are also some priests, Holy Father, who have known the pain of false 
accusations and sometimes their distress too has been compounded by how they were 
treated by those with a duty of pastoral care towards them. We must be mindful of them 
too. They also need to be consoled. 

As regards those who have offended, there is no  
such thing as a non-person. As Pope Benedict reminded us in his letter to the Irish 
Church in 2010, no one is beyond God's Mercy. You yourself, during the Jubilee of 



Mercy, also reminded the human race that no one is beyond the reach of the Lord's 
merciful redemption. 

However, rehabilitation and, where possible, reconciliation, need, of course, to go hand 
in hand with continuing robust safeguarding measures and accountability at every level 
- even the very highest level - of the Church. 

Holy Father, the mercy of the Lord pardons the sins of the worst offenders when they 
sincerely cry out to Him. At the same time, God's Mercy also defends the weak and 
champions the vulnerable, against those who abuse power and position. 

For that reason, no one in the Church - no matter how highly placed - can be exempt 
from scrutiny in this regard and from full accountability - if and when found wanting. 
Those who cover up sin and crimes such as these, or who cause devastation by their 
incompetence in dealing with such matters, need to face proper and just penalties - no 
matter what office or position they occupy in the Church. 

For many, such is the depth of hurt and the extent of the harm inflicted, that nothing will 
ever suffice to make amends. I want to mention to you, for your particular solicitude, a 
group of survivors to whom I am close - who were abused and cruelly treated in Church-
run institutions - orphanages and reformatory schools and who, in the North of Ireland, 
continue to be denied justice and redress by civil authorities. 

As I meet you today, I am most acutely conscious of those whose lives were cut short 
due to the anguish with which they had to live since their tender years - the terrible toll 
taken up their mental and physical health. 

Ultimately, we can only call upon the Lord, Whose Grace alone brings eternal healing, 
to guide and assist us along this difficult and painful path. 

Fr Patrick McCafferty, PP 

 


