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President Michael D. Higgins, 
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14th October, 2018 
 

Dear President Higgins,  
 
In light of your unwillingness to participate in all debates and given their importance to our democratic 
process, I write to ask you to reconsider your decision and how it reflects on the Office of President.  
 
Yesterday's debate with Cormac Ó hEadhra, the first where all candidates were present, illustrated the 
importance of ensuring sufficient scrutiny of the actions and vision of those seeking the Office of President.  
 
On the principle of inclusivity and fairness, I made a deliberate decision not to participate in any debates 
where all candidates were not present. This is in keeping with my decision in 2011, where I declined your 
request for a one on one debate as it excluded other candidates.  
 
Recently, I defended your position not to participate in the News at One radio debate due your Presidential 
commitments. However, on this occasion, I note there are no public engagements in your diary for Monday 
that preclude you from participating in the Claire Byrne Live debate and your decision, as stated by you, is 
a political one in the context of this campaign.    
 
I am disappointed by your decision and believe it is insulting to the people of Ireland and shows contempt 
for the integrity of our electoral process. Furthermore, it serves to feed the disconnect between the people 
of Ireland and the Office of President, particularly in the context of recent concerns about trust and 
transparency.  
 
You and I participated in no less than 8 debates in 2011 where all candidates were present.  This 
participation served the process well. Given the significance of this election, I believe it is incumbent on 
every candidate to engage in all debates. You called for the remainder of this election to be a conversation 
on what the Presidency should be. However, your actions do not reflect your words. 
 
With this in mind, I strongly urge you to reflect on your decision not to participate in all debates with a view 
to providing the people of Ireland with the level of discourse they deserve and one which befits the Office of 
President.    
 
In the event you reflect on your position, I have left a space in my schedule to participate in the Claire 
Byrne Live debate. 
 
I look forward to your response.  
 
Yours Sincerely, 
 
 
Seán Gallagher 
 

 

 


