
HSE statement on RTÉ interview with Grace’s mother 

 

The HSE heard extracts from the interview with Grace's mother on 

radio this morning.  

 

It is genuinely to our regret but we understand why Grace's 

mother cannot accept our apology now.   

 

We do hope that in the future she may be in a position to do so.   

 

What is most important is that any questions she has which 

remain to be answered, that she will get those answers from the 

objective viewpoint of the upcoming Commission of Inquiry.   

 

Grace's mother can be assured that the HSE will co-operate in 

every way to assist the Commission of Inquiry fulfil its Terms 

of Reference.   

 

The fact she and others have so many unanswered questions is 

indicative of just how complex this matter is over a twenty year 

period.   

 

All that we know and can find to date is in the two reports 

published and in the Conor Dignam report which the Government 

commissioned as a precursor to the Commission of Inquiry.   

 

Once again the HSE can only apologise to Grace and her mother 

and say that we genuinely are very sorry for all of the failings 

in her care and in our system. 

  

Over the weekend certain media suggested that of the 3 person 

panel referred to by the Director General in the Public Accounts 

Committee (PAC), one of those persons is now in a senior role in 

TUSLA.  

 

This is a misinterpretation of the Director General's comments. 

He was referring to 3 persons who were fundamentally involved in 

the decision to leave Grace in the foster home and who were 

specifically charged with the responsibility for the 

implementation of the necessary steps required to be taken to 

create a environment within which she could remain in the foster 

home, including making her a Ward of Court.  

 

These 3 individuals are retired from the HSE and are in receipt 

of a pension.    

  



Certain media have also asserted that the HSE did not engage 

with the Gardai in relation to the Devine report until 3 years 

after its publication. This assertion is incorrect.  

Throughout the period, from 2011, further live Garda 

investigations linked to the former foster home and the Grace 

case continued throughout 2012, 2013, and 2014 which were the 

subject of ongoing contact, including correspondence and 

provision of additional information and files, to the Gardai by 

HSE staff in the South East.  

 

HSE staff involved were working on the basis of the standard 

practice whereby reports are not published in advance of live 

Garda investigations being finalised.  

 

Following publication of the Dignam report, the HSE and An Garda 

Siochana have established a liaison group in order to streamline 

publication of reports in the future. 

 


