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The Fennelly Commission was established to investigate a range 

of matters considered by the Government to be of significant 

public concern, including the installation and use of telephone 

recording systems in Garda stations over an approximate 30-year 

period. 

As the report of the Commission today notes, a number of other 

events occurred in the period preceding the former Garda 

Commissioner's retirement that embroiled the Garda Siochana in 

public controversy, including the treatment of whistle-blowers. 

In that context, the Government took a series of actions to 

address these concerns, including the establishment of the 

Commission of Investigation, and I welcome the first report of 

Mr Justice Fennelly. 

The report makes clear that the ultimate decision to retire lay 

with the then Garda Commissioner, and that there was no 

directive issued by the Taoiseach to the Commissioner. 

It is also clear from the report that the Commissioner dealt 

with the circumstances of his retirement in an extremely 

dignified fashion.   

The Commission of Investigation identifies a series of 

deficiencies that require careful consideration and detailed 

response in due course. In that respect, its findings are in 

keeping with the Report of the Independent Review Group on the 

Department of Justice and Equality which examined the 

performance, management and administration of that Department. 

It is important to note that a series of actions are being taken 

to implement the recommendations of the Review Group report. 

It is also important to note that, in addition to the 

establishment of the Commission of Investigation, the 

Government, in keeping with long-standing Labour Party policy, 

proceeded to establish an independent Policing Authority to 

provide public oversight of policing services. 

These were fundamental and important reforms, and the 

Commission's report will now be considered in depth to see what 

further reforms may be necessary. 


