
Statement read in court on behalf of Michael Greaney's parents and 
extended family. 
 
 
"The afternoon of December 28 2014 was to bring the worst unimaginable sadness into our 
lives as a family -  nothing could have prepared  enough in advance for the awful tragedy  that 
was unfolding as daylight hours turned to darkness on that cold wintry day. 
 
“While we all hear of such tragic happenings so often nowadays in the everyday news, we 
never expected it to come to our own but let us assure everyone that when it does, it brings a 
devastating and heartbreaking turmoil for the family members left behind. 
 
“The ripple effects of it include confusion, guilt, frustration and so many ‘if onlys’, ‘buts’ and 
‘whys’ and each of these emotions affect each member of the family in different ways – it can 
be horrible and draining 
 
“For our family, the enormity of the tragedy has had quite an effect on all of us individually and 
we have struggled with our emotions at times and indeed we are still struggling – we deeply 
regret the immense trauma and loss that Michelle and Sarah and Valerie’s extended family 
have all suffered and can only hope that time will heal their broken hearts. 
 
“We are indebted to Valerie’s sister Hilda and her husband Gerard for the loving home and 
wonderful care that they have been providing to Michelle and Sarah since. 
 
“Some steps have been taken by the government in relation to the issue of mental health but 
there’s a lot more that needs to be done and we ask the government to act sooner rather than 
later and step up to its responsibilities and provide the necessary funding supports and 
services to help stem this awful epidemic that afflicts most counties in the country today. 
 
“We will no doubt always remember the happy times we shared and treasure their memory. 
May their gentle souls rest in peace. We hope that when today concludes that our grieving can 
progress and we ask the media to respect our privacy". 
 


