
 
The Department of Justice has issued the following  note in response to queries about criticisms 
of its latest Bill providing for redress for survivors of Magdalene Laundries: 
 
Progress on Implementation of Magdalene Scheme  
 
·        Judge Quirke submitted his Report to Government in May 2013 and all of his 
recommendations were accepted, in principle, by Government in June.  A team of civil servants 
was tasked with devising the most practical and expeditious methods of implementing the 
recommendations and reported to Government in October 2013.  
 
·        In June 2013, a unit was established in the Department of Justice and Equality, comprising 
of 9 officials, to work full time on the processing of applications and on the implementation of 
the scheme.  
 
·        The Scheme being implemented by the Government was welcomed by the majority of 
woman. Under the scheme applicants do not have to prove that they suffered any abuse or 
damages.  All that has to be established is that a woman was admitted to and worked in a 
relevant institution (this may involve records going back over 60 years).  
 
·        Once this has been established, the woman is eligible for a payment of between €11,500 
and €100,000 depending on length of stay.  As recommended by Judge Quirke, the balance of 
lump sums in excess of €50,000 is to be paid by weekly instalments.    
 
·        To date, 9 out of Judge Quirke's 12 recommendations have been or are presently being 
implemented; 2 require legislation which is near finalisation. The remaining recommendation 
(No.6) relates to longer term issues which will be addressed on completion of the processing of 
applications to the Scheme (the full Quirke report is available on www.justice.ie).  
 
·        Significant progress has been made on the implementation of the Magdalene Scheme.  To 
date, a decision has been made on 87% of the 777 applications received. 495 applicants have 
already received their lump sum payments at a cost of €18m.    
 
·        Pension type payments  
 
In addition to the lump sum, each woman is entitled to a top up payment to bring her weekly 
income from the State to €230.30 if 66 or over and €100 if under that age.  The Department of 
Social Protection established a separate scheme to facilitate this and payments are being 
processed on a phased basis.  The Government decided that these payments would be 
backdated to August 2013 so women will not be at a loss.  
 
Access to Medical Services  
 



With regard to the provision of medical services, Judge Quirke recommended that the women 
should have access to an enhanced medical card.  He also specifically recommended that 
legislation should be introduced to give effect to this recommendation.    
 
The legislation was published in December 2014 and is expected to have a speedy progress 
through the Oireachtas.  
   
Under this legislation the Magdalene women will receive an enhanced medical card.    
 
The purpose of the Bill is to provide for health services to be made available without charge to 
women who were resident in Magdalen laundries and in similar institutions. Under this 
legislation, GP, prescription medicines, nursing, home help, dental, ophthalmic, aural, 
counselling, chiropody and physiotherapy services will be made available by the HSE free of 
charge to these women. The Bill also provides that these women will not be required to pay the 
statutory charge for public acute hospital in-patient services and that the ex-gratia payments 
being made (including top-up pensions payments) will not be included in the financial 
assessment of means under the Nursing Homes Support Scheme Act 2009.  
 
·        Women lacking capacity  
 
Legislation is to be introduced to cater for cases where the applicant is found to lack capacity 
but has not been made a ward of court or there is no enduring power of attorney.  The Assisted 
Decision Making (Capacity) Bill provides for the appointment of a person by a court to act on 
behalf of the applicant in regard to their financial affairs and this will include applications for ex-
gratia payments under the scheme.  This Bill is already awaiting Committee Stage in the Dáil 
and it is expected to be enacted in the first half of this year.  
 


