
UL Hospitals Group Statement 

  

The ED in University Hospital Limerick is one of the busiest in 

the country with over 60,000 attendances annually.  The numbers 

presenting continues to increase year-on-year and of those 

presenting, the proportion requiring admission, including many 

frail elderly patients, has also increased. 

  

UL Hospitals Group regrets that any patient had to face long 

waits in our ED during busy periods.  The numbers of 

presentations to the ED in UHL has increased by approx 5% so far 

this year and we have consistently treated over 5,100 patients 

per month since March.  In addition, 15 beds are temporarily 

closed in St John's Hospital Limerick while recruitment to fill 

vacant nursing posts is underway. 

  

Additional nursing and medical staff have been recruited to the 

ED to support this increased activity. 

  

UL Hospitals Group has long acknowledged that the emergency 

department at UHL is simply too small for the volumes of 

patients attending and is not fit-for-purpose.  A new state-of-

the-art emergency department, that will triple the size of the 

current department, is currently being fitted out and will open 

in May 2017. Once built, the experience of our ED patients will 

improve immeasurably in terms of comfort, privacy and dignity. 

  

Amongst the measures taken to relieve pressure on the ED are: 

the transfer of suitable patients from UHL to Ennis Hospital, 

Nenagh Hospital, St John's Hospital and Croom Orthopaedic 

Hospital; the transfer of appropriate patients to community care 

settings; working closely with Community Intervention Teams to 

provide antibiotics and other basic care in a patient's home or 

care facility; communication with GPs to ensure patients are 

referred to ED only where appropriate; extra ward rounds; and as 

a last resort, extra beds are put on wards.  For reasons of 

patient safety it is preferable to have extra patients on wards 

rather than in an overcrowded emergency department. 

  

In addition from Tuesday 8th November the operational hours of 

the Medical Assessment Unit (MAU) in UHL will be extended by 

three hours per day and will now exclusively be allocated to 

patients presenting to the ED.  This will facilitate the 

immediate assessment, diagnosis and treatment of patients 

presenting with medical conditions such as chest infections, 

COPD (chronic obstructive pulmonary disease), Pneumonia, Urinary 

Tract Infections, fainting episodes, clots in the leg, anaemia 



or non acute cardiac problems.    All elective medical and 

surgical admissions will be reviewed on a case by case basis and 

will be postponed if necessary to free up additional bed 

capacity for emergency admissions. 

  

The MAU in Ennis is open from 8.00am to 6.00pm on Monday to 

Friday and from 10.00am to 6.00pm on Saturday and Sunday.  In 

addition there are MAUs in Nenagh and St. John's, operating 5 

days a week, 8.00am to 6.00pm. 

  

Our Injury Unit in St John's, Ennis and Nenagh continue to 

provide a vital service to support the emergency care service in 

the MidWest.  Injury Units are locally based services treating 

minor injuries and are a safe alternative to the ED for a number 

of injuries and conditions including sprains, suspected broken 

bones and lacerations.  

  

UHL has 400 inpatient beds which are recognised as not being 

sufficient for the needs of the MidWest Region.  A bid to build 

an additional 96 bed block on the UHL site has been submitted to 

the Department of Health and we await approval of funding.  In 

the long term these additional beds are required to address the 

deficit in acute bed capacity in the region. 


