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1 Introduction 

1.1 This assessment relates to the possible survival and retrieval of a rifle deposited by 

William Halpin in a void between the City Hall and the building terminating Exchange 

Court (now known as No. 1 Exchange Court, Plate 1) on the night of Easter Monday 

1916. 

1.2 Halpin, a ships’ plater from the North Wall, was a member of the Irish Citizen Army (ICA) 

and was one of a party of 20 men and women under the command of Captain Seán 

Connolly who occupied City Hall just before midday on Easter Monday1. The position 

was stormed by British troops that evening although the roof was not secured until the 

following dawn, where Matt Connolly was captured close to the body of his brother. 

Halpin does not appear in any of the narratives that centre on the defence of the roof, 

however he is well known as the last of the City Hall garrison to surrender, having spent 

the period from early Tuesday morning until the following Thursday hidden up a fireplace 

within the building. 

 Halpin is supposed to have dropped his rifle from the roof of City Hall. A reference to 

Halpin’s position as secretary of a rifle club (established to purchase rifles for the ICA) 

would suggest that the rifle in question was what was referred to as a Boer Mauser, a 

superior weapon to the 1871 model ‘Howth’ Mauser which was manufactured between 

1893-1895. 

1.3 No. 1 Exchange Court was constructed after the development of City Hall (1768-79) but 

certainly by 1837. Where the void is closed off by a brick wall to the south within Dublin 

Castle, it presents on Exchange Court as a gap, 11 inches in width, which is obscured 

by a 9-inch cast iron down pipe, fed from a hopper above (Plates 2 and 3). The void 

widens to perhaps 600-800mm and extends back to the south for c. 3500mm. The 

available cartographical evidence suggests that there was for a period a wall between 

both structures on Exchange Court; it is not known however when the wall was removed.  

The void is presently inaccessible, however there is c. 1700mm of debris visible 

(including quantities of pigeon guano) which would appear to be regularly washed-out 

by heavy rain (Plate 4). This has left something of an incline to the south towards the 

back wall. 

A cursory glance above will demonstrate that the space is not quite open to the 

elements, where the wide eaves cornice of the City Hall overhangs by at least 700mm. 

It would thus have been difficult to have deposited the rifle from above, unless it was 

dropped from the roof of the adjoining building. 

                                                           
1 BMH WS1745, Matthew Connolly, ICA. The column departed Liberty Hall at 11.40 and crossed Butt 
Bridge, advancing on Dublin Castle along College Green and Dame Street. As is common with many of 
the 1916 flashpoints, there is little agreement regarding when the shooting actually started. 
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1.4 Indications from the National Monuments Service of the (then) Department of Arts, 

Heritage, Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs suggest that an archaeological licence 

will be required to prospect for the rifle. This will not involve the breaking of new ground 

and will comprise the careful removal of the material from the space between the 

buildings. A proposed methodology is presented below, which considers the 

conservation of the weapon should it be successfully recovered. 
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2 Historical contexts 

2.1 The buildings defining the space have their earliest representation on Scalé’s 1773 

revision of Rocque’s 1756 Exact survey of the city and suburbs … (Figure 1). Change 

Alley (it was already referred to as Exchange Alley in 1766) had replaced the Swan Alley 

depicted on Rocque where the complex of structures directly to the north of the Treasury 

building had also been removed, presumably as part of the development of the Royal 

Exchange. This was purchased by the Corporation and became the City Hall in 1852. 

 A residential building is depicted by Scalé closing off the street; this has its southern 

elevation flush with that of the Royal Exchange, unlike that building present today. 

Further mapping in the Wide Streets Commissioners’ archive does not provide any 

further information on its morphology,2 however it is as likely that Scalé’s depiction is 

mistaken. The scale does not permit a depiction of the space under discussion, if indeed 

it existed under some earlier arrangement than the present one. 

 
Figure 1 ‘An accurate survey of the city and suburbs of Dublin by Mr Rocque with 

additions and improvements’, Bernard Scalé, 1773 

  

                                                           
2 Two 1766 Wide Streets Commission plans serve as a before and after of the area between Palace Street 
and Cork Hill (WSC/Maps/94/1-7 and WSC/Maps/96/1-9). What is now No. 1 is not depicted as one of the 
available plots sold for redevelopment and the intention appears to have been to open it through to a new 
lane, Castle Ally, which extended through to Palace Street. 
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2.2 The first conventionally accurate depiction of the buildings is on Sheet 21 of the 

Ordnance Survey’s second edition 5ft. mapping (1862, although surveyed c. 1838, the 

first edition leaves the Castle as a blank space for security reasons). There is no 

evidence of the space between the buildings, where No. 1 Exchange Court is depicted 

as part of the premises of the Head Office of the Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP), which 

by the 1860s was also occupied by the force’s detective division. 

The junction between the buildings here is represented by a thicker wall, with no 

evidence for there being any space between (Figure 2). The DMP accommodation does 

not appear to be connected back to the Castle and occupies what was then Nos 3 and 

4, on the lefthand side of the cul de sac, opposite City Hall. 

 

 Figure 2  Ordnance Survey, Dublin city, sheet 21, 1847 

2.3 By 1862 what is now No. 1 Exchange Court3 accommodated ‘G’ Division, the detective 

section of the Dublin Metropolitan Police (DMP) tasked with political crime (the other 

sections were housed in Great Brunswick Street, now Pearse Street Garda station). ‘G’ 

Division was particularly tasked with investigating Fenian activists and after 1882, it 

concentrated its efforts on the Irish National Invincibles, a group which assassinated the 

newly appointed Chief Secretary Lord Frederick Cavendish and his Under Secretary, 

Thomas Henry Burke. Militant activists tended to ignore the ordinary constable and 

                                                           
3 It is unnumbered on late nineteenth-century street directories. 
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occasionally targeted the ‘G men’. The ‘G’ Division offices on Exchange Court were 

attacked on Christmas Eve 1892, when, according to The Strand Magazine ‘an infernal 

machine exploded outside the Detective Office … [and] a detective officer was killed’. 

This apparently was the second criminal use of dynamite to cause death and Constable 

Patrick Sinnott was the victim. The accompanying photograph provides a glimpse of the 

narrow nature of the street (Figure 3); unfortunately, the detail of the junction with the 

City Hall is lost. 

 
Figure 3  Explosion at Dublin Castle 

2.4 The 1909 25-inch mapping (Figure 4) is more enlightening. Here there is an obvious 

space or void depicted between the City Hall and the unnamed structure to the east, 

with what appears to be a wall closing off the space from Exchange Court. There is a 

division shown between Nos 3 and 4 and the surviving building, which extends behind 

to the east. On Easter Monday, under the very noses of the detectives, an ICA 

detachment gained access to the City Hall through the basement on Exchange Court 

(see below). They initially tried to gain entry through a door accessing an electricity sub-

station which still exists. 

By September 1920 the DMP barrack had been taken over by a unit of F Company, 

Auxiliary Division, Royal Irish Constabulary and the ‘G Men’ appear to have been given 

safer accommodation within the confides of the Castle itself.4 Peadar Clancy, Conor 

                                                           
4 Neligan, D. 1968. The Spy in the Castle. London, 63. 
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Clune and Dick McKee were murdered after being tortured within the building on the 

evening of 21 November. A series of faked photographs, most probably taken in the 

same guard room, purport to show the unharmed men, ‘prior to their attempting to 

escape’. 

 

Figure 4  Ordnance Survey, DN018-11, 1909 

2.5 The 1943 6-inch mapping (not illustrated) depicts the same arrangement of buildings in 

block plan. By this time the former police premises had been taken over by the 

Engineering Branch of the General Post Office.  

At six thirty a.m. on 11 November 1937, an explosion destroyed the plaster cast of the 

Royal Coat of Arms on the façade of No. 1. The Irish Times reported that 

The force of the explosion broke the plaster cast of the lion and the unicorn into 
pieces, blew a large hole in the wall of the building, and shattered hundreds of 
panes of glass in surrounding houses, shops and offices. Bricks and mortar 
were hurled into rooms of the premises, smashing furniture and damaging 
official documents. 



Desktop assessment  Willie Halpin’s rifle 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

24.06.2017 7 DCC 

The explosion must have been quite powerful as windows were broken on Parliament 

Street and at the Olympia Theatre. It is possible that the force of the explosion damaged 

the wall blocking the space against the City Hall, which only had a void behind it. At the 

request of the National Graves Association the Royal Coat of Arms was replaced in 1939 

by the present plaque commemorating Clancy, Clune and McKee. 

 
Figure 5  The entrance to Exchange Court 1952 (Bureau of Military History, P-33-012) 

2.6 The buildings between City Hall and Palace Street, fronting Dame Street, saw increasing 

upper floor dereliction in the 1960s and a proposed road widening scheme led to their 
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demolition in the 1970s, which retained No. 2 Palace Street, the premises of the Sick 

and Indigent Roomkeepers Society.5 This effectively removed the eastern side of 

Exchange Court.  

The Castle blocks to the rear of City Hall had also become semi-derelict and were 

removed by the OPW in the 1980s; the buildings there today occupy the original 

footprint. The building adjoining No. 1 Exchange Court to the east would also appear to 

date to this period. 

  

                                                           
5 Pearson, P. 2000. The Heart of Dublin. Resurgence of an Historic City. Dublin, 115. 
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3 William Halpin (1890-1951) 

3.1 An outline of Willie Halpin’s biography can, to a certain extent, be established from his 

military service pension application made in 1935, where an account of his life has 

appeared on the East Wall history blog.6 His file in Military Archives relates to his receipt 

of a pension in respect of his service with the ICA during the Rising, his internment in 

Knutsford Prison and Frongoch until December 1916 and his service with the ICA for 

parts of the periods 12 July 1921 to 31 March 1923 during the Truce and Civil War. He 

claimed for service between 1916 and 1921 and to have been a member of the ICA 

Army Council both prior to and after the Easter Rising. At the outbreak of fighting in June 

1922 Halpin was in action at Vaughan's Hotel, Rutland Square (Parnell Square) and 

claimed to have been wounded. The files also relate Halpin's receipt of a gratuity of £100 

under the Army Pensions Act 1924 for injuries received during the course of the Easter 

Rising.  

3.2 Halpin lived in 6 St. Valentine’s Terrace, which was later subsumed into West Road. 

Prior to the Rising he was employed as a plater in a dockyard in the port and he married 

Matilda (Tilly) Henry, a member of Cumann na mBan, in May 1914. The couple had two 

sons and two daughters by 1924, by which time Halpin was unemployed but in receipt 

of occasional work.  

3.3 His application under the Army Pensions Act states that he had left the Fianna in 1913, 

joining the ICA that August. He claimed to have been appointed to the Army Council the 

following year and onto James Connolly’s staff in 1915. More specifically he claimed to 

be ‘O/C Munitions & Supplies’ for Dublin and county. His gratuity claim was for a ‘blow 

from a rifle butt at the back of his left knee’ and he was assessed by the medical board 

as being less than 20% disabled.7 

 His military service pension application records his reporting for overnight guard duty at 

Liberty Hall while working as a plater in the dockyard during the day, while being a 

member of the Army Council. He attended the funeral of Thomas Ashe bearing arms 

and throughout the War of Independence he mostly appears to have been responsible 

for procuring arms and ammunition from ships in the port and from individual soldiers. 

His application was supported by George Norgrove and Dr Kathleen Lynn, however in 

a sworn statement to the advisory committee Christopher Crothers (who had fought with 

the ICA in St. Stephen’s Green) denied he had been a member of the Army Council after 

1916 and contradicted Halpin’s claim to have gone on the run after being wounded 

during the Civil War. 

                                                           
6 From mascot to marksman – The story of William Halpin and the 1916 Rising. 
[http://eastwallforall.ie/?p=972]. 
7 William Halpin, claim for wound, pension or gratuity application, www.militaryarchives.ie  



Desktop assessment  Willie Halpin’s rifle 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

24.06.2017 10 DCC 

In any event, his application resulted in his being categorised as Grade E, and as such 

he was entitled to a pension of £24.2.1 per annum.  

3.4 Halpin’s claim to have served on the ICA Army Council would appear to be exaggerated, 

however it is supported by Sean O’Casey, who contributed the first account of the 

organisation as early as 1919. On his resignation as Secretary, O’Casey was replaced 

by James Connolly ‘and afterwards Sean Shelly, Michael Mallon, W. Halpin and M. 

Nolan were included on the Executive …’8 O’Casey was by this stage embittered by his 

experience within the organisation (he had resigned over the rejection of his proposal to 

deny dual membership of the ICA and the Irish Volunteers), and it has been suggested 

that the character of Peter Flynn in The Plough and the Stars was based on Halpin. 

Halpin is not referred to directly in the official history of the ICA (apart from his sojourn 

in the City Hall chimney).9 This is significant as he was a well-known activist within the 

organisation and his omission may be a function of his being considered something of 

a figure of fun, which indeed is how O’Casey depicted Peter Flynn. 

Frank Robbins’ statement to the Bureau of Military History is the most extensive first-

hand account of the ICA available, and it formed the basis of his 1977 memoir, Under 

the Starry Plough. Robbins records Halpin’s role as secretary of the rifle club, and deals 

specifically with his character. 

He was small in stature, formerly an active member of the Irish National 
Foresters. He took it on himself to appear not exactly in the dress of an officer 
but in something very similar. His uniform even included a sword! … After one 
of our many parades Connolly asked the usual question “Has anyone anything 
to say?” Lieutenant John O’Reilly stepped forward to ask Connolly if Halpin was 
an officer of the Army, and if not why he did not march in the ranks the same as 
the other men. O’Reilly insisted that this must not be tolerated any longer. 
Connolly, his eyes twinkling with merriment jokingly replied, “Every regiment is 
entitled to its mascot”, and so ended the frontal attack on Halpin. Connolly was 
not the only one who had a sense of humour for such occasions” 

Halpin always endeavoured to impress upon his listeners, off parade as well as 
on parade, his higher knowledge of things which were happening or supposed 
to be happening… on various occasions on our way home at night a centre of 
call was Holohan’s shop in Amiens Street near the Five Lamps, where cigarettes 
and other necessities of that kind could be had. George Norgrove and Elliott 
Elmes prepared many a story for Halpin’s benefit, the rest of our party always 
ensuring that Halpin was delayed somewhat so that the story concocted for his 
benefit would be given to either of the brothers Holohan for relay. We would 
eventually gather together again at the corner of Seville Place to hear our story 
relayed back to us by Halpin. Elmes was a droll character, small like Halpin, but 
of better build. He knew Halpin very well and always referred to him as “Robert 
Emmett” or ”Napoleon”. Many tears of laughter were shed by our little group 
because of the funny stories told by Elmes, and the way they were told was a 
treat. All this was fun which Halpin took in good spirit on the occasions when he 
knew the joke was on him.10 

                                                           
8 Ó Cathasaigh, S. 1919. The Story of the Citizen Army. Dublin, 47. 
9 Fox, R.M. 1944. History of the Irish Citizen Army. Dublin 153. 
10 BMH WS585 Frank Robbins, ICA. 
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3.4 Halpin has been identified on a photograph of an ICA parade at Croyden Park, Clontarf 

in August 1914 (Ann Matthews, pers. comm.). He stands to the right of the frame outside 

the ranks, seemingly not in uniform but nonetheless carrying a sword (Figure 6). 

 
Figure 6  Willie Halpin (far right), Croydon Park, 1914. 

3.5 Halpin returned to the North Wall area after the Civil War and does not appear to have 

been in full-time employment. After his death in 1951 his wife unsuccessfully petitioned 

the government for an increase in her pension based on his service. She was contacted 

by the Department of Defence after the passing of the Army Pensions Act 1971, however 

it is unknown if she applied for the pension she was now entitled to. As well as the 

medals he received for his activities between 1916-1923, he was also awarded a medal 

for his participation in the ARP during the Emergency (1939-1945). 
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3 The occupation of City Hall 

3.1 The assault on the City Hall has been mired in some controversy over the years, where 

it appears that Seán Connolly initially attacked the gate to the Upper Yard of the Castle 

on Cork Hill, killing a DMP constable and taking the Guard Room before the gate was 

closed. It may have been theoretically possible for Connolly’s ICA detachment to have 

taken the Castle; it was barely garrisoned and would have been something of an early 

propaganda coup for the Provisional Government which had just declared the Republic 

across the river.11  

 Connolly was however tasked with holding City Hall, the roof of which commanded vistas 

across the roofs of the Castle and down Parliament Street to the Quays. Vistas to the 

east were to a certain extent limited by the buildings opposite on Exchange Court. The 

roof was however overlooked by both the Bedford Tower and the Record Tower in the 

Castle and where the balustrade and chimney stacks provided good cover (Plate 5), 

movement was restricted. Connolly appears to have been shot by a sniper, however 

there is evidence that he displayed some recklessness when organising firing positions; 

it is perhaps significant that there was only one other ICA fatality on the roof, George 

Geoghegan. 

 Along with those in the Guard House, Connolly had also deployed men at the offices of 

the Daily Mail and Henry and James’ tailor shop on the corners of Parliament Street 

opposite, and in the Dublin Corporation Rates Office on Cork Hill. There were outlying 

detachments in the Synod Hall at ChristChurch and more successfully, sniping was 

undertaken from the city wall at the Ship Street gate, which temporarily delayed the 

British occupation of Ship Street Barracks to the rear of the Castle. 

 The City Hall garrison is unique where the official roll call identifies half of the twenty 

occupants as women, the most prominent being Dr Kathleen Lynn, Chief Medical Officer 

of the ICA, and the Abbey actor, feminist and socialist, Helena Molony.12 There was no 

prohibition on women bearing arms in the ICA, although it is likely that most of the City 

Hall garrison remained non-combatant. 

3.2 There are several Witness Statements collected by the Bureau of Military History relating 

to the occupation and surrender of City Hall. Willie Halpin only appears retrospectively 

in the narratives in terms of the fighting within the building; this is perhaps unusual as 

he was a recognised figure within the ICA and, as referred to above, was sometimes the 

subject of light-hearted abuse due to his character and short stature. However, only 

                                                           
11 Especially as Under-Secretary for Ireland Sir Matthew Nathan was just about to start a meeting with 
Major Ivon Henry Price, the British army’s chief intelligence officer and A.H. Norway, head of the Irish Post 
Office, some 25m inside the gate. A Witness Statement given by a surviving DMP constable suggests that 
the soldiers in the Guard Room had not been issued with ammunition (BMH WS 316, Peter Folan, DMP). 
This would appear unlikely. 
12 Fox, 1944, 230-1. 
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twelve of the twenty known occupants are named in contemporary sources outside of 

the roll of honour.13 Where Willie Halpin is mentioned at all it is connection with his 

concealment within a chimney flue, from which he emerged requiring medical attention 

on the Thursday. He was arrested and spent several weeks in the military hospital in 

Dublin Castle prior to his deportation.  

 The narrative regarding the dumping of the rifle hinges on Halpin being on the roof of 

City Hall and being able to climb over the balustrade out of sight of British snipers in the 

Record Tower, dropping his rifle into the void under the overhang (Plate 6). This may 

have been more easily achieved after dark, by which time the ICA detachment on the 

ground floor had surrendered. The British were reluctant to take the roof after they were 

told by Jenny Shanahan, an ununiformed ICA activist, that it was occupied by ‘hundreds 

upstairs – big guns and everything’.14 Shanahan was initially thought to be a non-

combatant however she was inadvertently give away by a comrade and arrested with 

the other women. 

 Halpin’s presence in City Hall was recalled by Helena Molony. Prior to her departure to 

the GPO he asked her to deliver ‘a note to the old mott’. Molony was impressed by 

Halpin’s subsequent adventure: ‘[B]ut Halpin was as brave as a lion. He did not 

surrender’.15 

3.3 There is another narrative concerning the escape of the detachment holding the roof 

after the surrender downstairs. Matt Connolly had been relieved of his position on the 

roof and after 3 days without sleep was resting on the floor below as the British stormed 

the building. Hiding on the second floor, he returned to the now-deserted roof after a 

British patrol had retreated to the ground floor. His Witness Statement gives a credible 

account of his vigil beside the body of his brother but specifically states he was on his 

own. 16 He published a slightly different account in 1966 where he refers to the escape 

of his comrades from the roof, presumably just before he arrived there himself: 

Later I learned they had gone over a wall at the rear of the City Hall roof on to 
the roof of one of the Castle buildings where they came under heavy fire, one 
being seriously wounded, and where they were captured early next day.17 

A review of the available documentation does not identify the escapees18 or supply any 

further information on the escape, however it is unlikely that they would have jumped 

onto the roof directly facing the Castle, which had been occupied by the British since 

                                                           
13 These are Kathleen, Matthew and Seán Connolly, Annie and Emily Norgrove, Helena Molony, Dr 
Kathleen Lynn, Jenny Shanahan, Seán O’Reilly, Willie Halpin, George Geoghegan and Louis Byrne (KIA). 
The latter does not appear on the official garrison list published by Fox in 1944. 
14 BMH WS391, Helena Molony, ICA. 
15 Ibid. 
16 BMH WS1745, Matthew Connolly, ICA. 
17 Connolly, M. 1966. ‘Dublin City Hall Area’ in The Capuchin Annual (2016 reprint), 50. 
18 Where the woman activists and the wounded surrendered, it is likely that this group comprised James 
O’Dwyer, Thomas Nelson and John O’Reilly. 
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late that afternoon. A more obvious (though more physically challenging) escape route 

was onto the roof of No. 1 Exchange Court (Plate 6), which provided better cover from 

the snipers in the Castle and from where weapons could be more easily discarded. 

Accepting that the void is difficult to access from the roof of City Hall, it is unlikely that 

the ICA contingent that left the roof were even aware of the void until the first man had 

jumped. 

This interpretation removes Halpin’s agency regarding the disposal of the rifle, however 

when Connolly’s timeline is considered, he would not appear to have come up onto the 

roof after him. It may be possible that Halpin was already on the roof and decided not to 

risk the 3m jump, handing over his rifle to an unnamed comrade before returning 

downstairs and concealing himself in the fireplace. 

3.4 There are obvious caveats regarding the narrative of the rifle’s disposal. If Halpin’s 

recollections to his family are correct, the rifle was deposited in the void from the roof, in 

the direct line of British fire from the Record Tower. From September 1920 Exchange 

Court was taken over by the Auxiliaries and as a military zone, secured and barricaded 

at the Dame Street end. Despite this, the void would surely have been considered a 

security risk, where explosives could easily be concealed by Republican sympathisers 

within Dublin Corporation, and would have been regularly inspected. 

 Although it has not been reported, the rifle could have been spotted and retrieved by 

anyone working on either building in the intervening years, although this is unlikely given 

the access and lack of natural light.  
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4 Conclusion 

4.1 Given the physical relationship between the roof and cornice of City Hall and the 

relatively narrow space underneath between the City Hall and No. 1 Exchange Court, it 

would appear unlikely that Halpin would have been able to dispose of the rifle in the 

fashion suggested, where the narrative is uncorroborated from other available sources. 

4.2 This however poses a further question regarding the ultimate providence of the weapon. 

Recent research undertaken by Dr Ann Matthews suggests that the paperwork relating 

to the curation and disposal of the munitions captured in 1916 is problematic, a situation 

which came to light when the legal owners of the weapons taken prior to the Rising by 

Republicans applied for their return.19 Matthews concludes that ‘in view of this evidence, 

it can be said that not all the guns or pikes on display in various museums, and sold in 

the trade of 1916 memorabilia, cannot with absolute certainty, be described as having 

been used by the Rebel Army’. 

It is therefore of some interest that should the story be true and the rifle survives, it would 

be one of the few weapons associated with 1916 to enjoy an impeccable provenance.  

  
____________________ 

Franc Myles MUBC MIAI 

 

                                                           
19 The Red House, and the Rebel Guns of 1916. [www.annmatthews.ie]. 



 

 

 

Appendix  

Proposed methodology to recover Willie Halpin’s rifle 

Pending the agreement of Dublin City Council, it is proposed to apply for an excavation 

licence to remove the material within the void in an attempt to retrieve the rifle. This will 

initially entail the removal of the cast iron down pipe obscuring access, which will be 

undertaken by DCC. The excavation and any post-excavation conservation work 

reporting required is also being funded by DCC. 

Where mechanical excavation is impactable, it is proposed to modify a Dutch hoe to 

rake out the material onto the adjacent footpath for inspection. This operation will be 

properly lit in order to see clearly the material as it is being removed. 

Should the rifle or other weapons be recovered, it is possible that exposure to air within 

a relatively open space may have acted to preserve the timber elements, where it is 

likely the metal elements will have rusted. In any event, a conservator will be available 

for an immediate appraisal. 

Irrespective of the findings, a report on the licenced investigation will be submitted to the 

statutory authorities. 

 

 

 



 

 

Plates 

 

Plate 1  No. 1 Exchange Court with City Hall (right) 

 



 

 

 

Plate 2  Downpipe concealing void between buildings 



 

 

 

Plate 3  View upwards. Note cornice overhang from City Hall 



 

 

 

Plate 4  Debris within void 



 

 

 

Plate 5 View through balusters looking out over the Dublin Corporation Rates Office to Castle 
Street 

 

 

Plate 6 View back across the eastern section of City Hall roof adjacent to No. 1 Exchange Court. 
Note field of fire from Record Tower behind 



 

 

 

Plate 7 View across roof of No. 1 Exchange Court, with Record Tower behind. Note drop from 
City Hall cornice 
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