
April Book Round Up - Summer Reads with Cathy Kelly and Edel Coffey 

 
  

Christine Dwyer Hickey - The Lives of Women 
70s Dublin, bored housewives behind their nets and 
US woman arrives with martinis and fun and all hell 
breaks loose. (Reading at Cuirt on Sunday 26th) 
 
Liza Klausmann - Villa America 
Second novel from American author and greatx6-
granddaughter of Moby Dick author Herman Melville. 
Her first novel Tigers In Red Weather was set in the 
Hamptons between the second world war and the 
60s and dealt with a murder and all sorts of heat-
oppressed desires. This looks to be just as meaty a 
summer read and 
harks back to an 
altogether more 
glamorous time, one 

that I wonder will we ever witness again. Scott and 
Zelda Fitzgerald, Pablo Picasso, Cole and Linda Porter, 
Ernest Hemingway, John Dos Passos - all are summer 
guests of Gerald and Sara Murphy. Visionary, 
misunderstood, and from vastly different 
backgrounds, the Murphys met and married young, 
and set forth to create a beautiful world. They alight 
on Villa America: their coastal oasis of artistic genius, 
debauched parties, impeccable style and flamboyant 
imagination. But before long, a stranger enters into 
their relationship, and their marriage must 
accommodate an intensity that neither had forseen. When tragedy strikes, their 
friends reach out to them, but the golden bowl is shattered, and neither Gerald nor 
Sara will ever be the same again.  
 

Harlan Coben - THE STRANGER 
Crime and psychological thriller thing is big but no new ones 
out right now except closest thing is new Harlan Coben, name 
escapes me, do have it on Kindle, about a guy who sidles up to 
someone at baseball thing and tells him his whole life is a lie. I 
love these books (though wonder do they have limited shelf 
life – I mean, there are trillions of them out there now), all 
written in first person, sometimes with alternating other first 
person point of view and each person’s view makes you 
question the other people’s. Like Gone Girl – I wasn’t so keen 
on her two earlier ones – or SJ Watson.   

 
 



 
John Connolly - A Song of Shadows 
Great Irish crime writer at the top of his game. John 
Connolly is back with his deeply troubled, traumatised 
private detective Charlier Parker who he first brought 
to us over 15 years ago now with his debut novel EVERY 
DEAD THING. In A Song Of Shadows Parker is recovering 
from life-threatening wounds, and investigating a case 
that has its origins in a Nazi concentration camp during 
the Second World War. 
Parker has retreated to the small Maine town of Boreas 
to regain his strength. There he befriends a widow 
named Ruth Winter and her young daughter, Amanda. 
But Ruth has her secrets. She is hiding from the past, 
and the forces that threaten her have their origins in 
the Second World War, in a town called Lubsko and a 
concentration camp unlike any other. Old atrocities are 
about to be unearthed, and old sinners will kill to hide their sins. Now Parker is about 
to risk his life to defend a woman he barely knows, one who fears him almost as 
much as she fears those who are coming for her. 
 

Emma Hannigan - The Secrets we Share 
AND Claudia Carroll’s Meet me In Manhattan. 
Solid, fun, Irish women writers.  
 
IMPAC AND CUIRT PICKS 
TRANSATLANTIC - COLUM MCCANN; DEPT OF 
SPECULATION – JENNY OFFILL 
IMPAC shortlist was released this week and this is 
one shortlist always worth reading because these 
books are chosen by librarians and library 
readers, so they're tried and tested. One that 
comes highly recommended that has made the 
shortlist is Colum McCann's Transatlantic. Now 
McCann already won this prize, which has a 
100,000 cash prize, for Let The Great World Spin. 
TrannsAtlantic is set around the turn of the 19th 

century and in 1998, and follows several storylines. One is in 1919, where Emily 
Ehrlich watches as two young airmen, Alcock and Brown, emerge from the carnage 
of World War One to pilot the very first non-stop transatlantic flight from 
Newfoundland to the west of Ireland. In 1845 Frederick Douglass, a black American 
slave, lands in Ireland to champion ideas of democracy and freedom, only to find a 
famine unfurling at his feet. And in 1998 Senator George Mitchell criss-crosses the 
ocean in search of an elusive Irish peace. Stitching these stories intricately together, 
Colum McCann sets out to explore the fine line between what is real and what is 
imagined, and the tangled skein of connections that make up our lives, especially our 
Irish-American lives. 



 
Cúirt Festival starts next week and there are lots of great literary guests in Galway 
for the week. I love this festival because the authors are there for a couple of days 
and you'll usually bump into them in the Meyrick or House mingling happily with 
locals and having the chats. Jenny Offil is just one of the authors in town and her 
book, The Department of Speculation won all sorts of prizes when it was first 
published. It's a brilliant study of marriage and a great one to take away on your 
holidays with you. It looks a lot at what we expect from marriage these days too - do 
we expect too much from our partners.  Jenny Offill’s heroine, referred to in these 
pages as simply “the wife,” once exchanged love letters with her husband 
postmarked Dept. of Speculation, their code name for all the uncertainty that 
inheres in life and in the strangely fluid confines of a long relationship. As they 
confront an array of common catastrophes — a colicky baby, a faltering marriage, 
stalled ambitions — the wife analyzes her predicament, invoking everything from 
Keats and Kafka to the thought experiments of the Stoics to the lessons of doomed 
Russian cosmonauts. She muses on the consuming, capacious experience of 
maternal love, and the near total destruction of the self that ensues from it as she 
confronts the friction between domestic life and the seductions and demands of art. 
This is a suspenseful love story - as all marriages are. If you start reading this you 
won't stop. She's in the Town Hall Theatre in Galway at 1pm on Saturday 25th.  
 

Lisa Genova - Inside The O'Briens 
Author of Still Alice, which I have never read as my 
father had dementia - she is neuroscientist  -  and 
this one, Inside the O Briens, is big Irish-American 
family dealing with a sudden diagnosis of 
Huntingdon’s Chorea, which has a  50 per cent 
chance of being passed down.  
 
Alex Barclay - Killing Ways 
Alex Barclay is a really successful Irish writer who 
has probably had more success outside of Ireland 
than at home. She has a compelling character in her 
cop character Ren Bryce, who reminds me a little of 
Carrie from Homeland. This is her fifth outing in a 
Barclay book. She is bipolar but doesn't take her 
medication because she doesn't want her mind to 

be blunted as she sees it. She's a fascinating character and the joy here is watching 
her work rather than the plot unfurl.   
 
The Diary Of A Provincial Lady by EM Delafield 
Book Club people would ADORE  EM Delafield, The Diary of a Provincial Lady, the 
Bridget Jones of its day, which was written in 1932. Very funny. Could have been 
written yesterday. 
 
The Best Of Everything by Rona Jaffe  



It tells the story of four young women making their 
way in New York in the 1950s, working their way up in 
a very different world than we know today. They all 
meet in a typing pool in a publishing house and they 
each have very different experiences from an 
unexpected pregnancy to an affair to an unexpected 
career in publishing. It's a really smart book, very 
unusual for its time and disturbingly relevant now. 
Despite how much our laws may have changed our 
thinking and attitudes can sometimes feel very similar. 
And it's a great read - you won't be able to stop turning 
the pages.  

 

 


