
Ciaran McMenamin - Skintown 
Thriller 
A debut - this time from actor Ciaran McMenamin, Skintown is set in a small 
border town in the 1990s and finds teenage Vinny, the lead character caught 
in a drink and drug-fuelled life that leads him into the burgeoning local dance 
music scene and into a huge drug deal that puts him halfway between the local 
republican and loyalist paramilitaries. Crackingly written, I was hooked from 
the first page. 

Defectors by Joseph Kanon June 2017, Simon & Schuster  
Thriller 

Two American brothers, one defected to Russia, caught between the KGB and 
the CIA at the height of the Cold War. Well written espionage, rooted in 
historical fact, evokes Moscow and its ex-pat defector community. Shows that 
most conflicts are glorified versions of brotherly rivalry. Comforting to read 
about Russian/American spies and know it's actually fiction. 
 
Lisa McInerney - The Blood Miracles 
Thriller 
Her sequel to the Bailey's Prize winning The Glorious Heresies, this is 
the continuing story of Ryan and those that surround him in Cork and is just 
as compelling. Fast, elegantly written in a world of drugs, amorality and dance 
music but an expansion on the first book that’s far more than a sequel – you 
end up so much more invested in these characters than you ever were in TGH. 
 
Sally Rooney - Conversations With Friends 
Lit Fiction 
The highly anticipated debut novel from the 26-year-old Irish author. This 
was the subject of a seven way bidding war between publishers. Frances is a 
21 year old college student, Bobbi is her best friend and ex-girlfriend. They 
meet older couple Melissa (a photographer) and Nick (a semi-famous actor) 
and soon the four lives start to intertwine. 
 
Min Jin Lee - Pachinko 
Lit Fiction 
A huge monster of a book - it's an inter-generational saga of a poor Korean 
family from the early 1900s living under Japanese occupation to moving to 
Japan itself during the war all the way to the late 1980s. It's small (yet 



enormous in their lives) meditations on poverty, occupation, racism and 
the lengths people go to over decades to take care of family. A slow burner 
alright, but one well worth your time. 

McGlue by Ottessa Moshfegh May 2017, Vintage 
Lit Fiction 
Mid 1800s New England (think Gangs of New York) plus various ports around 
the world. Opens on board a ship with McGlue in the hold accused of 
murdering a shipmate while on shore leave. Written in the first person, it is 
intimate and challenging as he appears to be an unremittingly vile alcoholic 
racist, homophobic, misogynist. Each page peels off a layer of the onion, 
delving into his past and, though his actions are never excused, the reader is 
afforded the character examination that McGlue has never allowed himself. 

Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi June 2016 Penguin 
Lit Fiction 

Mid 1700s, Ghana. Two sisters, separated by circumstances, one sold into 
slavery, one sold to be a British slave trader's wife. The story follows the 
sisters and their descendants over seven generations (there is a family tree!) 
showing the ripple effect of their different fates. Each chapter is told by a new 
generation and is complete in itself as a short story yet the whole is much 
greater than the sum of its parts. 
 
 
John Boyne - The Heart's Invisible Furies 
Lit Fiction 
One of the best books Rick has read this year. Cyril Avery winds his way 
almost Forrest Gump-like from his mother’s expulsion for being pregnant and 
unmarried in West Cork to an almost Royal Tenenbaums childhood and on 
into what might be considered a dull, average life were it not so extraordinary 
by turns of fate. The story of the history of being gay in Ireland from the 40s to 
today told through the life of one gay man. It's just brilliant. 

From Cradle to Stage by Virginia Hanlon Grohl April 2017, Hodder & 
Stoughton 

Grohl (a teacher by profession) spent two years talking to the mothers of 
famous musicians, discovering what were the differences and similarities in 
parenting experiences. Interspersed are her own anecdotes from Dave's early 



years, through school, first taste of fame, to being catapulted into the spotlight. 
She finishes with advice on how best to guide musically gifted children. Some 
of the 'kids': Dr. Dre, Michael Stipe, Amy Winehouse, Mike D, Dave Matthews, 
Tom Morello 
 
Alan Conor - The Joy Of Quiz 
Non-fiction 
A book all about the history of quizzing and the intricacies from where the 
phenomenon comes from, how they’re all put together right the way up to the 
best quiz shows of today (and written by the question editor of the brilliant, 
but possibly baffling to outsiders, BBC2 quiz Only Connect). May not be for 
everyone.  Sections on the history of quizzing, where the word comes from, 
scandals in quiz history and more. 
 
Samer - The Raqqa Diaries, Escape From ISIS 
Non-fiction 
Not the cheeriest of reads for a summer holiday by may just be perfect for 
people who have wanted to read a little more into what's been happening in 
Syria at the ground level as told by an ordinary civilian who was living there 
but who don't have the time during the rest of the year. It's beautifully 
illustrated throughout, very affecting, human and the sort of thing that makes 
you want to do something to stop it all. 
 
 

Good Night Stories for Rebel Girls: 100 Tales of Extraordinary Women by 
Elena Favelli and Francesca Cavallo March 2017, Particular Books 

100 women, from Granuaile to Serena Williams, their lives and achievements 
on one page and their portrait by one of 60 female artists on the facing page 
(worth it for the art alone). Includes the well-known – Helen Keller, Margaret 
Thatcher, Nina Simone, Yoko Ono – to many I had never heard of – Jacquotte 
Delahaye (pirate), Manal al-Sharif (activist), Mary Kom (boxer), Sylvia Earle 
(marine biologist), Maud Stevens Wagner (tattoo artist) 

 
Sarah Crossan & Brian Conaghan - We Come Apart 
Young Adult 



If you read and adored Sarah Crossan’s “One”, then this might be for you. 
Written in association with one of the other current heavyweights of YA-Lit 
Brian Conaghan it’s also in blank verse like “One” but tells two stories that 
intertwine in the middle – one of a working class teenage girl from North 
London with trouble at home and one of a teenage Romanian immigrant who 
end up doing the same community service after separate acts of shoplifting. 
It’s insightful, lyrical, human and, above all, a beautiful story to put into the 
hands of your kids after you’ve finished it yourself. It’s an example of the high 
watermarks that are being created in contemporary YA books. 
 
Theft by Finding: Diaries, Volume 1 by David Sedaris June 2017, Little, 
Brown  
Unusually, the writer is not central to these diaries. Here are the daily 
recordings Sedaris made of conversations, overheard stories, strange 
incidents, the minutiae of life that caught his attention, potential fodder for his 
essays. The misanthropic veneer fails to hide his humanity, his curiosity, his 
caring. He airs what some would consider “dirty laundry” but in doing so gives 
the reader an honest, if at times challenging depiction in particular of his 
family life without ever succumbing to a victimhood mentality. 

On Tyranny: 20 Lessons from the 20th Century by Timothy Snyder 

Non-fiction 

Not a history book or a political manifesto, this is a highly practical guidebook 
rooted firmly in the lessons learned from the rise of totalitarianism in Europe 
in the last century. Lesson titles include “Believe in truth”, “Establish a private 
life”, “Learn from peers in other countries”, “Be as courageous as you can”. 
There is advice on deleting emails, meeting people face-to-face, watching out 
for propaganda and misused words - patriot vs. nationalist etc. It is written for 
a US audience but as one of our customers tweeted after buying it Forewarned 
is forearmed. 

 

 
 


