
 
1. Can you confirm that the CAMHS service in Waterford is currently 
suspended or has recently been suspended as a result of staffing 
shortages? 
  
The HSE is actively seeking to recruit a Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist 
to a permanent position for the Waterford area since a post became 
vacant in April 2015. 
  
The issue has been treated as a priority and all the necessary approval 
and advertisement processes have been completed. To date, however, 
due to a shortage of Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services 
(CAMHs) consultants nationally, the post has not yet been filled on a 
permanent basis.  In the interim, every effort is also being made to 
secure a locum Child and Adolescent Psychiatrist for the Waterford area 
while also continuing the permanent recruitment process.  This issue is a 
priority for the Mental Health Services locally and nationally who are 
working closely with HR to progress national and overseas recruitment 
initiatives to address this issue. 
  
While the recruitment process is underway, the Child and Adolescent 
team are continuing to see their existing patients in Waterford and new 
referrals to the service are being prioritised to ensure emergency 
referrals are seen. 
  
2. Are any other CAMHS services suspended? 
  
Some of CAMHS are working at less than full staffing due to difficulty in 
recruiting Medical staff. 
  
3. How many full time permanent consultant posts are currently 
vacant in CAMHS services nationally? I understand it is 10 out of 14? 
  
There are a number of Consultant vacancies across the country but in 
the majority of cases the vacancies are being covered by Locums or 
temporary Consultants. The actual number of vacancies is dynamic as 
we are constantly attempting to recruit permanent Consultants for 
vacancies and new development posts. 
  
Approximately 20% of our permanent CAMHS Consultant posts are not 



filled on a permanent basis. Whilst some of these are filled at times by 
Locums this is an unreliable way of staffing such critical posts and 
therefore all effort is being made to recruit permanent consultants. 
  
4. What is the average waiting list time for initial assessment in CAMHS 
services nationally? 
  
We do not collate averages. 72% of children are offered an appointment 
and seen within 12 weeks of referral. There are currently 1739 children 
on the Waiting list of over 3 months with 459 waiting over 12 months. A 
very intensive Waiting List Initiative has commenced with the target of 
eliminating the >12 moths Waiting list in the first instance. These figures 
are published monthly in the HSE PAR. 
  
In April, there were 1,739 children and adolescents waiting for a first 
appointment for longer than three months, of which 459 were waiting 
more than 12 months for a first appointment within the community 
CAMHS.  This represents an improvement on the March figures when 
479 children or adolescents were waiting over 12 months. 

Of the 30 teams who have children or adolescents waiting longer than 
12 months, 12 teams account for 399 (87%) of the 459 waiting longer 
than 12 months. This issue is being addressed in the context of the 
CAMHs Service Improvement Project and in consultation with the 
Community Health Organisations locally. 

In April 2015, 68% of referrals nationally were offered a first 
appointment and seen within 12 weeks against a target of 72% with YTD 
performance consistently ahead of the target of 72%. 

  
5. How many locums are working in CAMHS posts currently? 
  
As above. 
  
 


