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Key Recommendations

BACKGROUND

Ensuring food security for all and preventing dangerous 
climate change are two of the biggest challenges facing 
humanity in the 21st century. This report follows an 
18-month process overseen by the IIEA/RDS Leadership 
Forum on Climate-Smart Agriculture (CSA), under which 
we worked with stakeholders and experts to identify smart, 
ambitious and pragmatic solutions for Irish agriculture 
within this global context.  

CLIMATE-SMART AGRICULTURE

We propose a strategic reorientation of Irish agriculture 
around the three pillars of climate-smart agriculture, 
which are crucial for the future development of the agri-
food and bio-economy sectors. The pillars are:

Boosting farm income and productivity

Building resilience to the increasingly evident 
impacts of climate change such as flooding

Reducing emissions in light of national, EU and 
international objectives and obligations

The further mainstreaming of climate considerations into 
agricultural policy development, on farms and across 
the food chain, is required for this strategic reorientation 
to be achieved. Ireland can become a leader in climate-
smart agriculture by developing and implementing 
the techniques, technologies and expertise that will be 
required globally over the coming decades. 

To achieve this vision it is necessary to engage with 
and mobilise all stakeholders, especially the farming 
community. High-level political leadership, as well as buy-
in from across government departments and agencies, is 
also required. 

Key recommendations overleaf >>
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RECOMMENDATIONS: DOMESTIC

We make the following recommendations for domestic 
policy development:

 l Adopting CSA leadership as a stated national policy 
objective 

 l Developing a management framework to measure, 
report and verify progress towards achieving this 
objective on an annual basis, so that improvements 
over time can be clearly demonstrated and 
communicated

 l Continuing to develop national emissions inventories - 
taking account of advances in scientific understanding 
and technological developments - so that Ireland can 
gain credits for all on-farm improvements in carbon-
efficiency and the development of carbon sinks

 l Aligning incentives to promote dairy-beef enterprises 
in the post milk quota era, as these are carbon efficient 
compared to suckler beef systems

 l Promoting access to land for young farmers (who have 
high rates of technology adoption) through, inter alia, 
the promotion of long-term land leasing options and 
by supporting the phased transfer of management 
control on family farms

 l Reconfiguring extension services in light of new 
climate-smart priorities, including greater use of the 
technologies that are now available for education, 
data gathering and information sharing

 l Addressing financial and non-financial barriers 
to forestry, including relaxing of the replanting 
requirement

 l Introducing financial incentives to mobilise farmers 
and communities as investors in renewable energy 
technologies 

 l Exploring opportunities for all-island collaboration on 
CSA, including research initiatives and mechanisms 
for best practice sharing 

RECOMMENDATIONS: INTERNATIONAL

A domestic focus on CSA leadership should be 
complemented with an approach to mainstreaming CSA 
into Ireland’s outward facing diplomacy. We make the 
following recommendations for the international aspect 
of CSA leadership:

 l Committing 30% of Ireland’s overseas aid budget on 
nutrition, food security and climate-smart agriculture

 l Developing a strong programmatic and learning 
relationship between Irish NGOs and Irish Aid around 
climate-smart agriculture

 l Mobilising technology transfer by using public-private 
partnership models to transfer Ireland’s expertise 
to food insecure regions, potentially focusing 
on livestock efficiency where substantial carbon 
efficiency gains are available

 l Bringing a coherent Irish narrative consistent with 
climate-smart agriculture leadership to international 
negotiations on climate change and agriculture, with 
a view to:

 l Reshaping the CAP around the pillars of CSA in the 
next round of reforms

 l Promoting climate-smart agriculture approaches 
in UN climate change negotiations as well as 
those focused on implementing the Sustainable 
Development Goals.
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