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Edel Coffey’s Cultural Preview 2015 

 
BOOKS 

 
January  

- New collection from Pulitzer Prize-winning poet Paul Muldoon. One Thousand Things 
Worth Knowing, includes the scintillating poem ‘Pelt.’  

- New novel from double Booker Prize winner Peter Carey. Carey’s books may not 
always have readers in agreement but he never fails to intrigue. As usual, Carey has 
moved a million miles away from his last book. This one is highly topical, dealing with 
internet terrorism and extreme journalism. 

-  Etta and Otto and Russel and James, a novel by Emma Hooper about an elderly 
woman who is beginning to forget things and who decides that she wants to see the 
sea, and so sets off on a long journey during which she recounts her life and loves. 
 

February 
- Penguin Ireland will publish the much talked-about debut collection of short stories 

from Dublin-born New-York-based writer Andrew Fox. Over Our Heads promises to 
be the beginning of an illustrious career. 

- Anne Tyler fans can look forward to a new novel from the master of tightly wrought 
prose. A Spool of Blue Thread tells the story of the ageing Abby Whitshank and takes 
on the very modern topic of children and grandchildren looking after elderly and sick 
parents. 

- Deborah Levy is enjoying sonething of a renaissance after years in obscurity. The 
Unloved tells the story of what a group of holidaymakers get up to in a chateau. As 
always with Levy, expect beautiful prose.  

- Much-loved Irish author Patricia Scanlan is back with a new novel, A Time For Friends, 
which examines the boundaries of friendship. 
 

March  
- Fourth instalment of Karl Ove Knausgaard’s strangely riveting biography My Struggle. 
- Poetry from Paul Durcan with The Days Of Surprise. Durcan always has his eye on 

what is topical and always imbues his poems with a wry and knowing humour.  
- For lovers of walking, Hugh O’Donovan will release Mindful Walking, which is a way 

to get the most out of your daily constitutionals.  
- The big literary event of this month comes in the form of a new novel from the 

author of The Remains Of The Day and Never Let Me Go. Kazuo Ishiguro’s The Buried 
Giant is his first novel in ten years and tells the story of a couple in search of their lost 
son.  

- From the author of The Bookseller of Kabul, Asne Seierstad, comes One Of Us, the 
story of the Anders Breivik massacres in Norway. 
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April  

- A new Charlie Parker novel from crime master John Connolly in the form of A Song Of 
Shadows. 

- The deity that is Toni Morrison returns in April with God Help The Child, a novel about 
how childhood trauma can make its mark and leave a lasting effect on the adult’s life.  

- Christine Dwyer Hickey is one of the best writers working in Ireland today and she 
returns with The Lives Of Women a novel about a woman returning home to look 
after her elderly father and to reminisce on her time growing up. 

- Naomi Alderman is an exciting new voice on the horizon and her book The Power is a 
dystopian tale (although that depends on where you’re standing) about a world 
when women have become the physically stronger sex. 

- In May, historian Anthony Beevor follows up his bestselling book The Second World 
War with Ardennes,which focuses on the battle which ended the Wehrmacht’s reign. 

- Much-loved Irish writer Anne Enright returns with her new novel, The Green 
Road and it sounds like it will be a treat for Enright fans. Rosaleen Madigan decides 
to sell the family home and as her children return home for one last Christmas from 
their far-flung outposts around the world, their stories unfold.  

- Another much anticipated Irish novel coming in May is Paul Murray’s The Mark and 
The Void. Those who are looking for another Skippy Dies should expect something 
completely different. This is a surreal tale that takes on the Irish economic crash. 

- Summer is rumoured to bring the third instalment of Hilary Mantel’s Cromwell 
trilogy, which has thus far given us the magnificent Booker winners Wolf Hall and 
Bring Up The Bodies, although the last time Mantel mentioned the book she said it 
will more likely be 2016. We can only hope. 

- Kathleen MacMahon will also make her long-awaited return with her second 
novel, The Long Hot Summer, which tells the story of Iseult O’Neill. Returned home 
for her father’s funeral after 20 years abroad, Iseult suspects there are family secrets 
she needs to find out.  

- In June, Sex And The City creator Candace Bushnell publishes an intriguing novel 
called Killing Monica, which sees the protagonist faking her own death to escape her 
most infamous creation…sound familiar? Maybe it should be called Killing Carrie. 

- Gill Hornby’s school-gates drama The Hive was a hit last summer and she’s back in 
quick-smart time with All Together Now, which tells the story of a local choir 
complete with the kind of community politics that made The Hive so popular.  

- Sheila O’Flanagan publishes a new novel in time for the summer holidays.My 
Mother’s Secret is set around a 40th wedding anniversary in Rome with a secret. 

- With Autumn will come the flood of new releases and two to watch out for at this 
early stage are Galway author Nuala O’Connor’s second novel, Miss Emily, a 
tantalising prospect as that reimagines the relationship between the poet Emily 
Dickinson and her maid. And September promises a new novel from the most lauded 
American writer of the 21st century, Jonathan Franzen. Purity will focus on a young 
woman’s search for her father. 
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FILMS 

- The Jameson Dublin International Film Festival is always an early treat in the film 

calendar and you can buy tickets now, with early bird deals now available (€200 

normally €245 until 5 January 2015). The festival runs from 19th - 29th March and 

sadly this will be Jameson’s thirteenth and final year as title sponsor. www.jdiff.com. 

Their Box Office is now open Monday to Friday 11am - 5pm on 13 Lower Ormond 

Quay. 

Major releases in 2015 

- Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force Awakens. Directed by JJ Abrahms. A continuation 
of the saga created by George Lucas set thirty years after Star Wars: Episode VI - 
Return of the Jedi. 

- Spectre (2015). The script has already been leaked by Guardians of the Peace... A 
cryptic message from Bond's past sends him on a trail to uncover a sinister 
organization. While M battles political forces to keep the secret service alive, Bond 
peels back the layers of deceit to reveal the terrible truth behind SPECTRE. 

- Fifty Shades of Grey (2015) Literature student Anastasia Steele's life changes forever 
when she meets handsome, yet tormented, billionaire Christian Grey. Dir: Sam 
Taylor-Johnson. 

- Taken 3 (2015) Bryan Mills, an ex-government operative is accused of a ruthless 
murder he never committed or witnessed as he is tracked and pursued, Bryan Mills 
brings out his particular set of skills to find the true killer and clear his name. 

- The Hunger Games: Mockingjay  Part 2 (2015) After being symbolized as the 
'Mockingjay' Katniss Everdeen and District 13 engage in an all-out revolution against 
the autocratic Capitol. 

- Far from the Madding Crowd (2015) The story of independent, beautiful and 
headstrong Bathsheba Everdene (Carey Mulligan), who attracts three very different 
suitors: Gabriel Oak (Matthias Schoenaerts), a sheep farmer, captivated by her 
fetching willfulness; Frank Troy (Tom Sturridge), a handsome and reckless Sergeant; 
and William Boldwood (Michael Sheen), a prosperous and mature bachelor. This 
timeless story of Bathsheba's choices and passions explores the nature of 
relationships and love - as well as the human ability to overcome hardships through 
resilience and perseverance. Directed by Thomas Vinterberg. 

- The Martian (2015) An astronaut, stranded on Mars, struggles to survive. Dir: Ridley 
Scott With: Jessica Chastain, Kate Mara, Matt Damon 
 

 

 

http://www.jdiff.com/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2488496/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000184/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0086190/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0086190/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2379713/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2322441/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0853374/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0853374/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2446042/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1951266/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2935476/
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3659388/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000631/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000631/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1567113/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0544718/
http://www.imdb.com/name/nm0000354/
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TELEVISION 

 

- Sherlock The BBC has revealed that hit detective drama Sherlock will return for a 

special, followed by “the most shocking and surprising” series yet. Shooting on the 

special is scheduled to begin this month and filming for another three-episode series 

due to start later next year. 

- Girls The fourth season of Lena Dunham’s hit HBO drama sees semi-autobiographical 

character Hanna go to the Iowa Writers Workshop.  

- Fortitude Millions fell in love with actress Sophie Grobel when she starred in scandi 

drama The Killing. Now she’s back with Fortitude, an equally cold and icy drama set in 

the close-knit community of Fortitude. Grobel will play the Governor of Fortitude in 

her first UK TV role and Stanley Tucci and Michael Gambon also star.  

- Luther Fans of crime TV are in for a treat as the BBC’s Luther is set to return for a 

two-part miniseries in 2015.Starring Idris Elba who people will remember as Stringer 

Bell from The Wire, this is a terrifying police drama with really frightening criminals 

and tense scenes. It’s also being made into an American version which will not star 

Elba.  

- War and Peace Fans of period drama have a lot to look forward to this year with War 

and Peace coming from the BBC, adapted by Andrew Davies, who proved his worth 

with shows like the 1995 adaptation of Pride and Prejudice starring Colin Firth. The 

six-part adaptation of War and Peace by the Russian author Leo Tolstoy was written 

by Andrew Davies. 

- Charlie RTÉ One’s new drama Charlie will air on Sunday at 9.30pm. 

- Wolf Hall is a six-part adaptation of Hilary Mantel’s novels Wolf Hall and Bring Up 

The Bodies.  

- True Detective The second series of this dark HBO drama returns with a completely 

different story and different characters. Colin Farrell is slated to star in this one, 

picking up from Matthew MacConnaughey and Woody Harrelson. It got far-fetched 

towards the end but it was still one of the most interesting and new programmes on 

television last year.  

- Better Call Saul is a spin-off of Breaking Bad, and focuses on the crooked lawyer Saul. 

The show will have a timeline that moves back and forth so we may even see Bryan 

Cranston and Aaron Paul returning.  

- There is also a new Martin Scorsese project in the making to replace his Boardwalk 

Empire programme. All we know about this new drama is that it will be produced by 

http://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/tv/news/221back-bbc-teases-major-sherlock-news-at-221pm-with-strong-hint-of-moriartys-return-9578073.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_and_Peace
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leo_Tolstoy
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Andrew_Davies_(writer)
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Scorsese and Mick Jagger and will launch in autumn 2015. Terence Winter will be 

showrunner and it’s set in 1970s New York in the fertile ground of the music 

business. Sex, drugs and rock’n’roll with record executive Richie Finestra as the main 

character. Bobby Cannavale from Boardwalk Empire will play Finestra and Olivia 

Wilde will play his wife. 

THEATRE 

- Romeo and Juliet, 31st March, tickets from €25.  

Shakespeare’s tragedy of teenage passions and civil strife comes crashing across The 

Gate stage next spring. Director Wayne Jordan 

- The Caretaker by Harold Pinter. Directed By Toby Frow. From 10th February. This is 
the Gate’s first presentation of The Caretaker. It explores relationships and the 
struggle for power using comedy and tragedy to create a play that elicits complex 
reactions in the audience.  

- The Corn Exchange’s production of A Girl is a Half-formed Thing by Eimear McBride 
is back on stage for a limited run from the 4th to 14th February in Project Arts Centre 
and then in Belfast’s The MAC and Bray’s Mermaid Arts Centre. Aoife Duffin will 
return in the starring role. A Girl is a Half-formed Thing follows the inner narrative of 
a girl from the womb to twenty.  

- By the Bog of Cats From Friday, 14 August 2015 to Saturday, 12 September 2015. The 
first revival of Marina Carr’s play since 1998 is a reimagining of the Medea tale and 
tells the story of Hester Swane . It’s directed by Selina Cartmell.  

- Hedda Gabler From Friday, 10 April 2015 To Saturday, 16 May 2015. The Abbey 

Theatre presents Henrik Ibsen’s masterpiece Hedda Gabler. This adaptation is by 

Mark O’Rowe and Annabelle Comyn.  

- A Midsummer Night’s Dream Wednesday 11th February  - 28th March on the Abbey 

stage. This is back on the Abbey stage for the first time in 35 years. Tickets start at 

€13.  


