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Christmas Gift Ideas 

 

VIVIENNE WESTWOOD by Vivienne Westwood and 

Ian Kelly 

Vivienne Westwood is one of the icons of our age. 

Fashion designer, activist, co-creator of punk, global 

brand and grandmother; a true living legend. Her 

career has successfully spanned five decades and her 

work has influenced millions of people across the 

world. This is a personal memoir describing the events, people and ideas that 

have shaped her extraordinary life. It’s really quite inspirational. There’s lots of 

glamour but she doesn’t buy into it.  

 

Vivid Faces by   R.F Foster  

Full of pen portraits and social history, clear elegant 

writing style and not at all dealing with the usual people 

from this period but telling the story of this generation. 

He takes his title from the poem, Easter 1916 and this is 

the new style of approachable history, but with a solid 

foundation of scholarship and a witty, engaged and 

compelling narrative style. This is history via lives, 

personalities and the clash between generations, Vivid Faces gives us 

an explanation for the shaping and the formation of the 1916 Rebellion as he 

charts the imaginative lives of the generation that was the makers of the new 

Irish state. We know the public history of the period and so what he gives us is 

the story of  their work as writers and actors and artists, their love lives, their 

sense  of the world  they wished to change .  A work like that of Anthony 

Beevor or Orlando Figgis, social and cultural history at its best. 
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A SEAMUS HEANEY SPECIAL ISSUE BY POETRY 

IRELAND REVIEW 

This collection of 46 poems by Seamus Heaney 

comes with an essay on each poem by a different 

expert or poet, including Nick Laird (Mr Zadie Smith) 

and Don Paterson, amongst others.  €25.00. 

 

 

 

 

Where They Lie by Mary O'Donnell. 

One of the best Irish novels in a good year, with 

Mary Costello  and John Boyne among others, but 

this was one  of my favourites from the novelist and 

poet, and it was a real case of history catching up 

with fiction, in that it is a novel of the disappeared, 

 set now. In this fiction, there is a real contrast 

between the realities of North and South and the 

claims of the past. The central character .Gerda 

McAllister’s life is turned upside down when she 

is contacted by a stranger, a man tells her that he has information about the 

location of the bodies of her murdered loved ones, who are among the 

‘Disappeared’.With her Dublin boyfriend, and  with the other members of her 

 family each with their own tangled story, she tries to recall the past and see it 

in relation to whatever the 'truth' is . As the gripping plot unfolds,  revelations 

threaten to come out that will change her relationship with her partner and 

with her brother and his wife, clashes about family, about love and about 

loyalty. Haunted by the killings, Gerda is forced to decide – will she try to leave 

the past behind her, or should she try to confront the truth and discover where 

they lie? We are led thru this mystery and I always found it to be gripping, 

honest and absorbing. 
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PRETTY HONEST BY SALI HUGHES 

Do you have a problem with bumpy arms? Or a bumpy face? 

Or psoriasis? Or drawing eyeliner in a straight line? This is 

the book for you. Any woman with an interest in beauty will 

love this. Sali Hughes is one of the best beauty writers 

around, one that you can actually trust to not just buy into 

all the free luxury beauty products she’s being sent. She writes about the 

cheap supermarket stuff that we all use and if it works, she shares the good 

news. This has lots of lovely sections for specific beauty occasions like 

weddings.  

 

Nora Webster by  Colm Toibin 

 It takes up where Brooklyn stops, in fact it begins 

with the central character, Nora, being visited by the 

mother of the heroine of the previous novel,Eilis 

Lacey, condoling with her on the early death of her 

school teacher husband Maurice. This new novel is 

set in the 1960s in Toibin's own town of Enniscorthy 

and follows the widowhood of Nora, who has two 

young sons Donal and Conor , still at school and two 

older daughters, Fiona and Aine , one in teacher 

training college and the other in boarding school. The novel follows Nora's 

response to the loss of her beloved husband, her selling off of the beloved 

family holiday house in Cush, and her return to work in the same office where 

she worked before her marriage.  We see Nora's strained relationship with her 

two sisters and her aunt Josie, her better relationship with her husband's 

brother Jim and sister Margaret and we see Nora as a somewhat cold, and 

remote woman, strong and defiant when she needs to be but often left out of 

the close family secrets and confidences that surround her. Much is made of 

her complex relationship with Donal her elder son, who has begun to stammer 

in the wake of his father's death and who confides in his aunt Margaret rather 

than in his mother.  This is a novel drawn from Toibin's own life, as his memoir, 

A Guest at the Feast ' made clear, his own mother widowed early, the sorrow 
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at the loss of his school teacher father , his own stammering, his mother's 

interest in poetry , in books and in music all used here but it is not a memoir.   

Like McGahern and dominant fathers, Toibin's work has circled around this 

topic, widowed mother and children, The Blackwater Lightship, the stories in 

Mothers and Sons and The Empty Family but here he is looking from the 

mother's point of view, and, as readers, we sense what she is failing to see, 

moments where her children are in distress and she cannot understand why, 

and so the novel is from her point of view. Nora Webster is not very likeable 

but always we are in sympathy and the slow, careful prose never gives away 

too much, even in the two very striking and chilling moments towards the end. 

An Irish classic in the making 

 

NOT THAT KIND OF GIRL BY LENA DUNHAM 

One of Edel’s favourite books of the year by a new voice 

that has very quickly come to define the 20-something 

experience – twitter generation, intern generation, 

overqualified and underemployed generation. She’s very, 

very funny and I think if you didn’t like her television 

programme Girls you shouldn’t let that put you off 

because this is much better. Like a young Nora Ephron.  

 

The Assassination of Margaret Thatcher by Hilary 

Mantell   

The title story is the best, imagines her killing, and 

caused the most controversy. It is based on a true event 

when Mantell was living in Windsor and she once caught 

 sight of The Grocer's daughter, as she keeps calling her , 

out her window, in  the grounds of a eye clinic, thanking 

all the staff after an eye operation. Mantell imagines an 

IRA man coming to the house of the narrator, who is 

expecting a plumber and setting up his gun to kill Margaret Thatcher, with the 

gradual approval of the woman whose house has been invaded in this way, 
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and it is taken for granted, although we don't see it, that the killing has been 

successful. The other stories are equally good, including a horribly true story 

about a visiting lecturer trapped in a nightmarish guest house. 

 

PLENTY MORE BY YOATAM OTTOLENGHI 

His book Plenty is a brilliant way to learn to cook 

very tasty meals with vegetables and a great way to 

move towards a more plant-based diet. This new 

one continues with the theme but the biggest 

mistake you could make is to think this is just for 

vegetarians. Absolutely not – delicious food for 

everyone.  

 

 

Let Me Be Frank with You.  Richard Ford 

It has been rightly hailed as  a brilliant new work that 
returns Richard Ford to the popular and successful 
territory that has made his reputation: the world of 
Frank Bascombe, and the landscape of his celebrated 
novels The Sportswriter, the Pulitzer Prize and 
PEN/Faulkner winning Independence Day, and The 
Lay of the Land.  In this new collection, four 
stories, Let Me Be Frank with You, Ford goes back to 
his earlier character and now places Bascombe in the 
aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. In four richly 
luminous narratives, Bascombe (and Ford) attempts 

to reconcile, interpret and console a world undone by calamity...my treat 
reading over Christmas. 
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                                                  EVERYTHING I NEVER TOLD YOU BY CELESTE NG 

If you’re looking for a thriller to replace the buzz of 

Gone Girl this might be just the thing.  Celeste Ng’s 

debut novel tells the story of a missing girl in 1977 

in a small town in Ohio. We know that she is dead 

on the first page so the story becomes about 

something else, what the family believe is behind 

her disappearance. This book is making a huge 

noise in America and definitely a big buzz about 

the book. 

 

 

The Paying Guest by Sarah Waters  

The novel is set in London in 1922, and charts the 

social upheaval, the grim economic downturn and the 

changing role for women in the wake of the First 

World War.  This war looms large with ex-servicemen, 

the out-of-work and the hungry demanding change. 

In South London, in a genteel Camberwell villa, the 

novel takes place in a large, formerly elegant but now 

silent house, bereft of brothers, husband and even 

servants. This house is lived in by an impoverished 

widow Mrs Wray and her daughter, Frances,  who are 

now  obliged to take in lodgers, the paying guests. With the arrival of Lilian and 

Leonard Barber, a modern young couple of the 'clerk class', the routines of the 

 Wray house are shaken up in unexpected ways. I’m a huge fan of Sarah 

Waters and I enjoyed this, it seemed to be one kind of novel, a social comedy 

and a lesbian love affair, influenced by Bowen and Woolf and others and the 

narrative focuses on the tensions and the growing erotic attraction between 

Frances and Lillian and shows us the social changes that war brought about. 

Then, a murder mystery except we know whodunit, and then there is a tense 

trial and we are left wondering what the outcome will be. Lillian as the love 

object was excellent, is she trustworthy, is she a deceiver, is she true and we 
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see everything from the point of view of Frances, who seems more and more 

innocent and perhaps foolish. The end surprised and failed to convince me but 

I was gripped throughout and found it absorbing 

  

Dublin - The Making of a Capital City by David 

Dickson. 

This is a full scale biography of Dublin, the first 

undertaken for more than thirty years,  and it looks 

 the social, economic, cultural and political 

development of the ‘second city of empire’ and its 

emergence as one of Europe’s great capitals. It 

explores Dublin’s first thousand years as a modest 

urban settlement, then focusses on the last four 

hundred, from the seventeenth-century court city 

via the parliamentary metropolis of the eighteenth, 

the politically and religiously polarized town of the nineteenth to the 

embattled centre of a new nation in the twentieth. It concludes with a 

magisterial analysis of the vast city-region that had taken shape by 2000. 

Dublin was always a hybrid place, a melting pot for Viking and Gaelic, Anglo-

Norman, New English, Ulster Scot, Huguenot and Jewish, whence came much 

of its cultural singularity. He has plenty of opinions as to what went right and 

what went wrong in Ireland and I found it always convincing, especially when 

he examines the ways in which industrial policy from the 1930s accelerated 

migration to what became greater Dublin and he takes issue with  the poorly 

planned low-density megalopolis that had fully taken shape a generation 

before the Celtic Tiger growled. Building on a vast array of research and 

knowledge, I found that  it managed to bring  what could be a bewlidering 

and  complex story in a single narrative that never simplified , but managed to 

say sharp and illuminating things about contemporary. 


