
Hi  Brian - please see below and attached... 
 
Irish Business Against Litter commissions An Taisce to conduct surveys of cleanliness levels 
according to European standards. Typically 10 sites are surveyed and graded within an area, 
rising to 30 sites in the case of larger urban areas. 
 
Surveys are conducted 2 or 3 times a year – in 2014 there were two surveys,   which 
together provided an average rating at the end of the year. 
 
Attached are the two An Taisce surveys of Farranaree. 
 
An Taisce will be able to provide the exact boundaries, as IBAL leaves this technical detail to 
them. IBAL does not dictate the exact sites to be surveyed but sets parameters to An Taisce 
at the start of the year (eg that an approach road should be covered, a main street, a 
shopping centre, a school, a recycling facility, etc  - these vary each year). 
 
The IBAL Anti Litter League, started in 2002 has been hugely successful in mobilising councils 
into action on litter by ranking towns and cities based on cleanliness and putting this 
information in the public arena. 12 years ago only 15% of towns reached the European 
benchmark for cleanliness – last year 85% did.  The strategy has been to put councils under 
pressure to tackle litter on the premise that once an area is made clean for a period, it is 
likely to stay clean, as a sense of pride is engendered and voluntary groups come on board 
to assist the council. 
 
A number of years ago IBAL decided to include selected disadvantaged urban areas in the 
rankings. This was based on IBAL’s contention that everyone deserves to live in a clean 
environment, and it is not right that councils devote their attention to high-footfall tourist 
areas to the neglect of other areas where people live. Dublin’s North Inner City, Cork’s 
Knocknaheeny and Farranree are examples of these areas.  Farranree was selected in 
conjunction with Cork City Council. 
 
Our intention is not to embarrass the people of these areas, but to help them become clean. 
The improvement we have seen this year in North Inner City Dublin, where the council has 
cracked down on offenders following a poor performance in our league table, shows this is 
starting to work. We hope the attention focussed on Farranree will bring about a similar 
result. 
 
While litter blackspot is a poor result, many towns would have had a similar rating some 
years ago, but all have improved... 
 


