
One of the world’s best train travel websites is www.seat61.com, which was 
begun by a train enthusiast and includes every conceivable rail option – at all 
prices. 

But whether you splash out on luxury or ride with the locals, a train journey 
reveals far more of a country than any internal flight.  

  

1. Cape Town to Pretoria on South Africa's Blue Train 

Fares start from 10,120 Rand (€724) one-way, bluetrain.co.za. 

The affordable alternatives: Same scenery for just €30 including a sleeper, 
aboard the regular four-times-weekly Shosholoza Meyl train from Cape Town 
to Johannesburg.  Or a twice-weekly Premier Class train links Cape Town with 
Jo'burg, with private sleepers, lounge car and restaurant, for €203 per person 
including meals. See premierclasse.co.za 

  

2. Singapore to Bangkok on the Eastern & Oriental Express 

Prices for the two-day trip start at around 
€1600, including meals. 

The affordable alternative: A bargain €40 one-
way including comfortable sleeping-berths with 
fresh clean sheets. A sleeping-berth on the 
International Express from Penang to Bangkok 
costs just €30. 

3. Rajasthan aboard the Palace on Wheels 

The Palace on Wheels on a seven-day tour 
of Rajasthan, €2,200 
www.palaceonwheels.net 

The affordable alternative: An IndRail pass 
costs $135 for seven days, $185 for 15 
days. Note: You need to make a seat or 
berth reservation for all long-distance 

http://www.seat61.com/
http://www.bluetrain.co.za/
https://www.shosholozameyl.co.za/
https://www.premierclasse.co.za/
http://www.palaceonwheels.net/


journeys on Indian trains. Bookings open 90 days before departure. You can 
book Indian train tickets online, at www.irctc.co.in. 

4. The Trans-Siberian Railway 

€8000 buys you a luxury two-week ride from Moscow to Vladivostok.  You can 
arrange a Moscow-Beijing ticket through local Russian agencies such as Real 
Russia (realrussia.co.uk); fares start at around €555 one-way in 2nd class 4-
berth or €1130 in 1st class 2-berth. See http://www.seat61.com/Trans-
Siberian.htm. 

5. London to Venice on the Venice Simplon Orient Express 

24 hours - £2040 |See 
http://www.belmond.com/venice-
simplon-orient-express/  

The affordable alternative: Hop on an 
afternoon Eurostar to Paris and a 
sleeper train will whisk you overnight 
to Florence, Rome, Verona or Venice, 
with a restaurant car for dinner and 
private sleepers with comfy beds. And do it all for around €200 - €400-500 if 
you want to travel first class.  
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